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PARTY AND STATE 


MA WENRUI ADDRESSES SESSION OF SHAANXI PEOPLE'S CONGRESS 
Xian SHAANXI RIBAO in Chinese 22 Aug 81 p l 


[Article by Wu Jingmin [0702 7234 2404] and Wang Hongge [3769 3163 7041]: "Shaanxi 
People's Congress Emphasizes Economic, Ideological and Political Work") 


[Text] The Standing Committee of the Fifth Shaanxi Provincial People's Congress 
concluded its 10th session on 20 August. During the session, Ma Wenrui, chairman 
of the Standing Committee of the provincial People's Congress, pointed out: 

During the second half of this year, special efforts must be made to promote 
economic work and work on the ideological front. We must promote material produc- 
tion and insure success in building a socialist spiritual civilization. 


When the Standing Committee was in session, its members conscisntiously studied 
speeches delivered by the leading comrades on the Central Committee and related 
documents, freely exchanged their experiences in studying the "Resolution," and 
discussed our province's economic work in detail. Also discussed were the "Report 
on tne Results of the Readjustment of the National Economy in Shaanxi Province. 
Since the Beginning of this Year" delivered by Hui Shigong [1920 0013 1872], vice 
governor of Shaanxi Province, and the "Report on the Implementation of the 1981 
Fiscal Budget by Shaanxi Province During the First 7 Months of the .ear" delivered 
by Jiang Yi [1203 0001], vice governor of Shaanxi Province. The session approved 
some resolutions on official appointments and dismissals through discussion. 


Chetrmen Ma Wenrul presided over the session. At the end of the session, he 
delivered a speech on economic, political and ideological work. In this connection, 
he said: Our province has scored an initial success in the work of readjustment 

of the economy. Although the overall economic performance has been good, we still 
face many difficulties and problems. The proposal for the fulfillment and overful- 
fillment of this year's national economic plan calls for hard work. We must firmly 
and confidently implement the economic measures in order to achieve a development 
compatible with the actual local conditions in the course of readjustment. 


Comrade Ma Wenrui pointed out: The work for the next several months is very urgent, 
vork we must graep without fail. We must strive to fulfill and overfulfill this 
veat's national economic plan. While efforts are being made to reap a bumper 

harvest throughout the year, special attention must be focused on the implementation 
of our industrial production plan. In this connection, we must concentrate on 
rrasping firmly the following points: 1) Specific guidance should be strengthened. 











Fatal weaknesses in the work of the current economic leadership that have come to 
the surface are the lack of a healthy workstyle and of specific guidance. Leading 
groups and leading cadres at all levels must establish the system of responsibility, 
under which all jobs are well defined, all tasks are unequivocally specified and 
everyone has a specific role to play. Leading cadres at all levels must keep in 
constant contact with the lower units and help grassroots cadres solve problems. 
General directives must be accompanied by specific guidance. General directives 
not accompanied by guidance in explicit terms won't work. Those who do a good job 
should be commended, while those who have performed poorly should be criticized. 
Financial losses caused by bureaucratic practices should be investigated and those 
responsible identified. 2) Ideological end political work should be strengthened. 
Rural villages, factories, and economic affairs departments, must give priority to 
ideological and political work. At present, we must study the "Resolution" 
thoroughly. Only in this way can we unify our thinking, strengthen unity and boost 
the morale of the masses. 3) We must be prepared to widely put into effect the 
economic system of responsibility. 4) The principle of "to each according to his 
work" should be resolutely implemented and take the place of egalitarianism and the 
system of distribution in which everyone can eat out of "one big pot of rice." 5) 
Efforts mist be made to strengthen the leading bodies. In the course of consoli- 
dating the enterprises, first priority must be given to the consolidation of their 
leading bodies. We must resolutely remove the "three categories of people" from 
the leading bodies. We must transfer to the lower units those who have used power 
to serve their private interests, who are found guilty of violating law and disci- 
pline, and who are aloof from the masses. Those who cannot do a good job in their 
present posts should be reappointed to other suitable posts as soon as possible. 
Young cadres of political integrity who are popular with the masses and who know 
technology must be selected to assume leadership positions. Only in this way can 
the leading bodies of enterprises be transformed into vigorous and militant con- 
tingents capable of leading workers to fulfill production tasks and of surviving 
any test. 


Commenting on the problems facing the ideological front, Comrade Ma Werui pointed 
out: Although our province has scored some success in improving the ideological 
and political work since last year, this wor« still needs to be strengthened, be- 
cause some of our leaders have failed to truly attach importance to it. Some who 
originally believed that "politics and education can perform miracles" have changed 
their minds and are preaching that “material incentives can perform miracles. Fore- 
most in their minds is a desire to increase their individual income in whatever 
they do. lin this way, they have led the people to "do everything for the sake of 
money." On the political front, criticism has lost its momentum. Some people 

have taken criticism and self-criticism as a tendency to wield the stick and as a 
form of intimidation, rather than as an excellent tradition inherited by our party 
or a driving force that pushes our work forward. Actually lurking behind this 
argument is an attempt to quit the leadership of the party or a tendency to derail 
us from the socialist track. Some people have even openly voiced their opposition 
to the four basic principles, while cherishing the bourgeois form of freedom. 
Clearly, the leadership on the ideological front remains weak and in disarray. 

This situation is mainly caused by the 10-year catastrophe and the erosion caused 
by bourgeois ideas and ways of life from abroad. 


Comrade Ma Wenrui stressed: The state of disorganization and weakness that exists 
in the work of leadership on the ideological front must be changed. There still 








exists in our society a trend of thought which reflects a desire to steer away from 
the socialist orbit, to quit the leadership of the party and to promote the bourgeois 
form of freedom. We must sternly and correctly criticize and struggle against this 
trend of thought in a well-reasoned way, just as we treat the "leftist" errors. No 
one should view all forms of criticism as a tendency to wield the stick or a form 

of punishment. In so doing, we may be forced to give up all forms of criticism. 

In political life, we should never lay down the weapon of criticism. True, in the 
course of developing criticism and self-criticism, we must persist in applying the 
correct methods, seek truth from facts, present facts and reason things out, and 

take a friendly attitude toward the people. Harsh and violent measures, unauthorized 
criticism and struggles should be avoided along with any political movement. As for 
those remnant followers of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques 
who are still embarking on subversive activities, and other elements who are hostile 
to socialism and desire to create trouble for everyone, we must treat them differ- 
ently because they fall under another category of people. We must resolutely expose 
them and strike them down. We must criticize fallacies spread by them and eliminate 
their pernicious influence. 


Comrade Ma Wenrui concluded his speech by saying: We must study carefully the 
"Resolution" adopted by the Sixth Plenum for the purpose of unifying our thinking 
and strengthening unity, boasting the people's morale, and promoting production and 
other work. 


The session was attended by vice chairmen of the Standing Committee of the Shaanxi 
Provincial People's Congress: Chang Lifu [1603 7812 1133], Yang Wenhai [2799 2429 
3189], Zhang Yichen [1728 3015 1820], Lin Yinru [2651 5419 1172], Hou Zonglian [0186 
1350 3425], Yuan Chengting [0626 2398 1656], Dong Xueyuan [5516 1331 3293], Shi 

Feng [4258 6912], Wang Jie [3769 2638], Xiong Yingdong [3574 2019 2767], and Liu 
Lizhen [0491 0500 6297]. Attending as observers were Hang Shangzeng [2635 1424 1073], 
vice president of the Shaanxi Provincial Higher People's Court, Yang Cunfu [2799 

1317 1381], deputy chief procurator of the Shaanxi Provincial People's Procuratorate, 
responsible comrades of the provincial level departments and bureaus; responsible 
comrades of the county, municipal and district people's congresses; and members of 
the Standing Committee of the Xiang Mmicipal Committee of the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference. 


9574 
CSc: 4005/17 





PARTY AND STATE 


SHANGHAI GARRISON COMMAND EMPHASIZES STUDY OF MAO WORKS 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 28 Sep 81 p 1 
[Article: "Under the New Situation, How Should We Study the Works of Mao Zedong?"] 


[Text] Under the new situation, should we adhere to studying Comrade Mao Zedong's 
works? How should we study Comrade Mao Zedong’s works? An investigation conducted 
recently by the Political Department of the Shanghai Garrison Command summed up the 
conditions and experiences of the 8th Company of a certain artillery regiment. This 
has universal significance. This company once had many problems: Leading cadres 
were in a state of inelasticity, and there was a phenomenon, in varying degrees, of 
inelastic organizational discipline and unfavorable sentiments among some cadres. 
Under the guidance and assistance of a higher echelon in a concrete way, they earn- 
estly analyzed its causes, and understood clearly that they must strengthen both 
political and ideological work and accelerate their ideological revolutionization. 
Comrade Mao Zedong's works are the powerful weapon of remoulding ideology. It is 
for this reason the< under the new situation, we must resolutely study Comrade Mao 
Zedong's works and educate cadres and fighting men with Mao Zedong thought. 


Since April the party branch of this company has organized its cadres and fighting 
men to study 15 articles of Comrade Mao Zedong's works; such as, "Serve the People," 
"On Combating Liberalism," "On Practice," and "On Contradictions" and the like. 

At the same time, they have clearly set forth five objectives in their study: To 
make clear the purposes of life and establish the ideology of serving the people; 

to establish lofty ideals and adopt a correct approach toward individual honor and 
progress; to cultivate a noble sense of morality and inherit and develop the tradi- 
tion of our party and military for arduous struggle; and to strengthen the ability 
of observing and analyzing problems. 


After studying for several months, the spirit of the cadres and fighting men took 
on a new look. The company has developed further solidarity, alertness, solemnity 
and vitality. Many comrades have said from their first hand experience that "al- 
though the study of Mao Zedong's works cannot directly soive practical problems, it 
definitely helps us to heighten our awareness, develop our open-mindedness, nurture 
our morality and strengthen our fighting spirit. Thus, all of this helps us adopt 
a correct approach toward practical problems." 


In the process of its practice, this company recognized that in studying Comrade 
Mao Zedong's works under the new situation it must draw three lines of demarcation 
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and handle well thtee relationships. (1) One must draw a line of demarcation between 
necestary formality and formalism, and resolutely brush aside such formalism of ways 
ef doing things in the past as “looking at the number of articles in reading, com 
puting the number of characters which one gained from one's study and the frequency 
of application of what one has learned." However, one must adhere to proceeding 
from the different situations and the ideological practice of cadres and fighting 
men, establish a study system and a set of measures and requirements, pay attention 
to practical effects, and conduct investigations and sum up conclusions as weil. 

(2) One must draw a clear line of demarcation between learning basic viewpoints and 
memorizing a phrase or two. One must not vee the old ways of simply memorizing 
Mao's quotations. But one must emphasize the sincere study of Mao's original 

works, and completely and accurately grasp the basic viewpoints of Mao Zedong Thought 
and its spiritual substance. (3) One must draw a line of demarcation between the 
integration of theory with practice and getting quick results, and must guide every 
one to recognize that getting quick results actually denies the fact that the trans- 
formation of spirit into substance mst go through a certain process and that this 
simplifies and vulgarizes the study of Mao Zedong's works. However, one must adhere 
to the revolutionary style of learning to integrate theory with practice. One can- 
not deny the importance and necessity of integrating theory with practice. 


In the process of organizing the study of Comrade Mao Zedong's works, this company 
also paid attention to three combinations. The first is to combine the study of Mao's 
works with political education. For example, in the education af "Four Haves," "Three 
Discussions," and "Two Don't Fears," this company organized every one to study "In 
Memory of Bai Qiu-en," "Serve the People," and "The Direction of the Youth Movement" 
and the like, thereby improving the quality and quantity of edueation. The second 
is to combine the study of Comrade Mao's works with the company's operational duties. 
For example, when the company was burdened with the heavy duty of both conducting 
military training and supporting local areas, it organized every one to study such 
articles as "The Foolish Old Man Removes the Mountain," and "Continuously Maintain 
the Spirit of Arduous Struggle,” thereby raising their revolutionary spirit and 
giving them the courage to overcome adversity. The third is to combine the study of 
Comrade Mao's works with the ideological practice of cadres and fighting men. For 
example, under circumstances where the spearhead of struggle was carried out against 
some comrades whose discipline was inelastic, the company let them study such Copr- 
rade Mao's works as "On Combating Liberalism" and the like, thereby strengthening 
organizational discipline and the development of work style. 


cso: 6005/81 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NINETEENTH CENTURY EASTERN REFORMS EVALUATED 
Beijing LISHI YANJIU in Chinese No 4, 15 Aug 81 pp 88-101 


[Article by He Fangchuan [0149 5364 1557], Lecturer, Department of History, 
Beijing University: "Reform Movements in the Upper Levels of Eastern Countries 
in the Middle of the 19th Century"] 


[excerpts] In the modern history of the East, there is one phenomenon that 
deserves our attention: more or less around the middle of the 19th century, reform 
movements were set afoot in the upper levels of some of the major countries with 
ancient civilizations in Asia and Northeast Africa, excepting India, which had 
already been reduced to the state of a colony. For instance: the reforms of Mirza 
Taki Khan in Persia, 1848-1851; the series of reforms in the Osman Empire, 
climaxing iu the "Imperial Decree of [Gulhaneh] Park” in 1839; the reforms of 
Mohammed Ali in Egypt, which ended in 1341; the reforms of Theodore II in Ethiopia, 
1855-1868. The "“Westernization Movement" that started in our country in the 
sixties es 19th century and the Meiji Rest«ration in Japan also occurred at 
that time. 


Why should all these reform movements occur in the East around the middle of the 
19th century? Why should these reforms occur in those countries with ancient 
civilizations that for long periods of time since the Middle Ages had slowed 
down in their developments? What are the common features of these reforms, and 
how are we to assess their role in history? 


The present article tentatively probes into these questions. 


l. That the above-mentioned reform movements should all occur around the middle 
of the 19th century is not a chance coincidence, and it is also not accidental 
that they occurred in some major Eastern countries with ancient civilizations. 


The most fundamental reason that brought about these reform movements was the 
development of world capitalisa. 


The first half of the 19th century was an important period, a turning point, in 
the modern history of the Eastern countries. This is particularly true of the 
major countries with ancient civilizations on the Asian and African continents. 


Although Western colonialism had already invaded the Eastern countries for 300 
years before that time, it was at that time only the initial stage of primitive 
accumulation. The objectives in this period of primitive accumulation were the 














plunder of gold, spices and black slaves. Calonial invasions, using undisguised 
brute force as their method of plundering, resulted in immense calamities for the 
countries of the East: 2.5 million kg of gold and 100 million kg of silver were 
plundered in Spanish South America and shipped to Europe, whole tribes and races 
of American Indians were practically wiped out. Africa lost 100 million people in 
the heinous black slave trade. These are some of the tragic consequences of the 
early colonial incursions. However, the areas which sustained the most grievous 
harm from the Western colonialist invasions were generally speaking mainly either 
countries of a comparatively low degree of social development, or, if they were 
indeed already somewhat advanced, areas and countries small in territory and 
population, whose powers of resistance were weak. These cases were often quite 
different from the conditions in the Eastern countries with ancient civilizations 
which had highly developed state and social organizations. The Western colonial 
invasions inflicted serious disasters in these places too, but were not able to 
subjugate them completel, or utterly devastate them. Apart from the special case 
of India, not one of the major Asian and Northeast African countries with ancient 
civilizations suffered the fate of the Latin-Americau countries or the lands on 
the African continent south of the Sahara. On the contrary, at times the aggressive 
moves of the colonialism met with serious setbacks in these countries, as, for 
instance, in the 17th century when the Ethiopian people, led by their King 
Fasilidas, drove otf the Catholic Christian forces that had come with evil inten- 
tions. Our own people, led by our national hero Zheng Chenggong [6774 2052 0501] 
drove out in one sweep the Dutch colonialisuts who at that time were at the zenith 
of power and prosperity, the “coachmen of the seas," and recovered our fatherland's 
precious island, Taiwan, etc. 


Toward the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th century, conditions had 
changed. The industrial revolution developed and reached full fruition, and the 
Western colonial aggression moved from primitive accumulation into the era of 
“free” capitalism. Commodity markete and places of raw material production took 
the place of precious metals and black slaves as the major objectives pursued by 
the colonial aggression in this new era. The means of colonial aggression also 
underwent new dev2zlopments and changes. Apart from plvadering by naked force, the 
export of commodities gained an increasingly important significance. Marx and 
Engels exposed the character of this “free” capitalism when they pointed out: 

“The low prices of their commodities were their means to break down all ‘great 
walls, and constituted the heavy guns that subdued the tenacious hatred of 
‘oreigners by the barbarians." Against the heavy guns of cheap Western commodities, 
none could withstend, neither the Eastern countries with feudal organizations and 
a fairly high degree of development, nor those with natural economies with closely 
integrated agriculture and handicraft industries. 


The cheap Western commodities flooded the East like a tidal wave. Due to the 
100-year calamity of the black slave trade, the vast expanse of Africa south of the 
Sahara was devastated to a state of utter destitution. Latin America too had 
suffered the ruthless plunder and extortion of colonialism. These conditions, for 
a time, disqualified them from becoming ideal commodity markets, so that the cheap 
/eevtern commodities naturally »oured like an unrestrained tidal wave in even 
gteater volume into the Asian wontinent and into North Africa, into countries with 
ancient civilizations that had previously not been fundamentally encroached upon. 
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The dumping of commodities by Capitalisuw unsettled the foundations of the feudal 
societies that had existed f-.m ancient times in all Eastern countries. It 
shattered the economic basis on which the eastern autocracies had relied for 
hundreds of years, namely the village comaunes with their natural economy of 
self-sufficiency. It threw millions cf peasants and handicraftsmen in the 
Eastern countries into the deep abygs of hankruptcy and ruin, and as a consequence 
aggravated the social contradictions in these countries in an unprecedentid way, 
throwing the rotten feudal societies of the Eastern countries into a crisis from 
which they had no way of extricating themselves, moving closer to collapse ani 
disintegration with every passing day. 


In the wake of the industrial revolution, the Western war industry similarly 
experienced never-ending changes and developments, bringing huge modifications and 
advances in military organization, armament, equipment an’ strategy and tactics. 
The disparity between East and West in military matt<cs sharply increased. Even 
Eastern countries that had been paramount powers for ages, like the Ottoman Empire, 
Persia and China, were now easily defeated by the Western colonialists. The 
invaders were even able to drive deep into these countries and -apture their 
capitals and heartlands. Examples of this kind are Napoleon's expeditiorsry force 
invading Egypt (at that time nominally a province of the Ottoman Empire) and 
occupying Cairo in 1798 and the joint invading armies of England and France occu- 
pying Beijing in the second Opium War, 1856-1860. The Western colonialist powers 
relied solely on their military superiority to step up their aggressive moves, be 
it as vanguard or as the backing force for their commodity dumping. In over half 
a century since Napoleon's expedition to Egypt, there was almost mo letup in the 
Western aggressive wars against the East or in humiliating peace terms with the 
West throughout all the ares of Asia and Northeast Africa. All the major civilized 
countries of the East were facing the fate of being reduced to complete or semi- 
colonization and the national crises deepened sharply. 


Marx pointed out: "The true task of bourgeois society is to establish world 
markets (or at least a general layout of such) and a production based on these 
markets. Because the world is round, the process seems to have been completed 
with the colonization of California and Austrailia and the ovening up of Chines 

and Japan.” ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels,” Vol 29, p 348). From the first 
part of the 19th century on, the national and social crises in the major Eastern 
countries with ancient civilizations occurred on the whole in unison with the 
capitalist process of establishing world markets; it progressed in an eastward fiow 
extending to China and tinally to the easternmost iand of Asia, Japan. 


Even if one were to say that the unprecedented social and national crises created 
by the Western colonialist aggression and the fate of being reduced to a semi- 
colonial or colonial status were sot consciously realized by the people of the 
various Eastern countries, the effects were well felt by them personally. 


Because the broad masses of the lower strata of the population in these countries 
with ancient civilizations could not bear the exploitation and oppression by the 
colonialist aggression and by their own feudal systems, they rose in revolt, as 

for instance, in the great rebellion of the Indian people, the uprising of the 
Babist sect in Persia and the Taiping Rebellion in our own country, which all 
constitute the first upsurge of modern national liberation movements in Asia in the 
middle of the 19th century. These surging movements dealt heavy blows to th2 














colonialist aggressive forces, displayed the strength of the Eastern people and 
moreover acted as the forerunners of the national liberation movements in the 
modern history of the Zast. 


The colonialist aggression, and the deep crises that it engendered, forced the 
upper ruling classes in the Eastern countries to respond with some action on 

their part. They could no more go on ruling as they had done in the past. If they 
would go on ruling as before, they would call in doubt the very existence of their 
own ruling claSs. Finally, there emerged at this historic moment one wing (made 
up either by members of the original ruling class or by a new force of a ruling 
clique suddeniy coming to the fore). Although national conditions in the various 
countries differed widely, there was not one society throughout the first half of 
the 19th century in the above-mentioned Eastern countries that carried out reforms 
in which a new class, representing the new production methods of capitalism was 
making its appearance. The forces that took charge or gave impetus to the reforms, 
in all their immense variety, were therefore all fundamentally not relinquishing 
their links with feudalism. All they undertook was therefore reforms merely to 
safeguard their own feudal rule. There was of course no reason for such reforms to 
occur in countries where feudalism had developed to only a low degree. However, 
countries that had already developed feudal societies but were rather weak and 
smail and right at the start of events came face to face with the threat to their 
existence, as for instance Indochina, were also left with no time to realize any 
kind of reforms. 


This is the background for the reform activities in the major Eastern countries 
with ancient civilizations at around the middle of the 19th century. 


2. The ccoatent of the various reform activities in the upper strata of the 
Eastern countries around the middle of the 19th century covered a wide range over 
the years, however, they have certain aspects in common. 


The army is an important component of the state's political power. The rapid 
decline of the Eastern feudal system became particularly acute in the decline of 
its armies. The feudal armies were no more capable to suppress people's uprisings 
at home nor tu withstand Western colonialist aggression from abroad. This was a 
great worry for the feudal ruling class in the various Eastern countries that would 
not let them sleep in peace. "Strengthening of the army," that is, military 
reforms, were therefore placed on top of the agenda and became the central content 
of reforms in the various Eastern countries. The various major Eastern feudal 
states all had enormous armies, but by the 19th century all these armies had rotted 
and decayed irredeemably. 


What had become of the armies of the Ottoman Empire that had been invincible in 
past days? "The number of men was too large with no enemy to fight. They were 
their own enemies, and with regard to state treasury, they were nothing but true 
robbers. They ... would run away even before the enemy was in sight." 


This was the way the troops of the Ottoman Empire were portrayal, but it was a 
portray that also fitted the armies of all major Eastern feudal countries. 

Military reforms would therefore have had to start, first of all, with the reform 
of these rotten troops. This was the uppermost common problem that met the eyes of 
all who advocated reforms in the various Eastern countries. When our "Westernization 
Party" began to pursue their "Westernization Movement," they also placed the training 








of modern troops into primary position. It was expressed as follows: “The way 
to govern a country is to strive to become strong, to judge the right hour and to 
size up the situation correctly. In striving to become strong, the main thing is 
to train soldiers. To train soldiers one must first of all manufacture arms for 
them," because they saw clearly that "the old way, using our banner troops and 
Chinese troops with their bows and arrows, swords and spears, carrying fowling- 
pieces, is totally inadequate to control the foreigners or to eradicate domestic 
banditry." In the sixties, they organized and trained modern troops and in the 
seventies a modern navy was created. 


In order to equip its new troops, a country had to develop its own modern war 
industry. In that respect we might mention as the most active and most effective 
example the Egyptian reforms of Mohammed Ali. In that reform period, the Egyptians 
built the Cairo Arsenal on a rather large scale and with very modern equipment. In 
the large gun workshop, there were 1,500 workers and in the rifle workshop there 
were 900 workers.2 In 1829, the Alexandria Naval Shipyard was built, employing 
8,000 workers. Half of the ships of the Egyptian navy were built domestically. 
Ethiopia, which among these countries was comparatively poor, backward and secluded, 
was also not to be left behind in the feverish quest for modern arms. Emperor 
Theodore eagerly sought out European craftsmen and had his own people serve as 
their assistants in the manufacture of big guns. To meet the needs of this venture 
he collected brass all over the country for the casting of guns. 


"National prosperity" was one of the objectives pursued by the various Eastern 
countries in their reforms, while they also wanted at the same time "strong 
military power." The methods adopted in the reforms of the various countries 
were, as we may observe, of two kinds: 


One kind was carried out around military reforms. Because establishment of a 
modern army or developing modern war production requires enormous funds, it forced 
financial reforms on these countries. These kinds of reforms mostly started out 
with opening up widely new sources of revenue and an emphasis on eliminating the 
many long-standing abuses of feudalism. 


The other kind of reforms embraced a much wider field, they were purely financial 
reforms. Apart from eliminating age-old malpractices, greatest attention was 

given to adopting measures for a development of production. The Ottoman Emperor 
Mahmud II abolished the feudal system of military fief towns, that had been out- 
dated and disintegrated for a long time, and the Ethiopian King Theodore II forbade 
the slave trade, both actions were significant in removing tumors which had 
obstructed the advance of social production. In that respect, it is still the 
reforms carried out by Mohammed Ali that appear exemplary. In agriculture he not 
only abolished the land property rights of the Mameluks, abolished the system of 
tax franchises and reformed the whole taxation system, but also undertook water 
conservancy projects and developed agricultural production. Under Mohammed Ali's 
rule over 20 canals had been built and 30 dikes. The area of arable land, which in 
1800 had been 3.2 million feddsii had steeply increased to 4.5 million feddan by 
1852.2 Moreover the planting of such economic crops and cereals as cotton, tobacco, 
corn, rice and wheat was greatly encouraged. In industry, apart from war production, 
great attention was given to the industrial production for civilian use, and 
factories were set up for the production of textiles, sugar, oil extraction and 
dyestuffs. Most effective among these were the textile enterprises, 30 textile 
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mills were built in that period. Mohammed Ali proudly told the French consul: “In 
the past, Egypt had to buy your woOlen goods and silks and pay a lot of money to 
Europe's factories. Now we have opened our own factories and that sum of money 
stays in Egypt." © 


There was yet another outstanding feature that the reforms in the various Eastern 
countries had in common, namely the eagerness to learn advanced science and 
technology from: the West, an endeavor to bring their countries into the modern age. 
Apart from a class of feudal diehards and their ostrich policy, the advances of 
Western science, technology and other fields were facts that could not be more 
clearly demonstrated. Even the "Modernization Party" in China was very fond of the 
Western "special skills." "Why the ‘special skills’? One, for the excellence of 
warships, and one for the effectiveness of machines." Mohammed Ali expressed it 
even more frankly. When he sent the children of his native country to study from 
the foreigners, he fervently hoped that “they will well remember what they have 
learned from the foreign engineers so that they can replace them in future." He 
also promised that “those who will have first learned all there was to learn, will 
be given high salaries by the government and promoted to factory directors." As 
to Theodore II of Ethiopia, his zeal to learn the Western "special skills" almost 
reached the stage of frenzy. When a group of European missionaries presented him 
with a set of religious books, he declared that he would have been more pleased if 
he were presented with a box of British ammunition. To immitate the European big 
guns, Theodore eventually insisted that these missionaries serve him as engineers 
to help casting guns. Tap day the first gun was completed he declared to be the 
happiest day of his life. 


We must point out here that this learning from the West in the middle of the 19th 
century, from training of troops, establishment of various army units, manufacture 
of armament, explosives techniques, down to the setting up of a modern machine 
industry for civilian requirements, covered a very wide range. In the thirties of 
the 19th century, the Ottoman Emperor Mahmud II even went so far as to emulate 
Western methods for his administration. In imitation of European models, he 
established a ministry of the interior, a ministry for foreign etteize and a ministry 
of finance. He also changed the title of his Grand Vezir to premier.~ Although 
these emulations of foreign methods were very superficial and shallow by today's 
standards, it was a trend (not merely individual or sporadic imitations, but a mass 
surge) which, as far as the modern East is concerned, was the first manifestation 
of a coming custom. 


3. All the above-mentioned reforms in the countries of the East ended up in 

failure. This is another point that all reform movements in the various Eastern 
countries in the middle of the 19th century have in common. Why did this unfortunate 
result come about? 


First of all, there were the colonial aggressions of Western capitalism that created 
the external reasons for the failure of these reforms. 


The Western colonial powers, at the stege of full development of free capitalism 

and engaged in "freely" transforming the East into their economic dependencies, 

were of course not willing to allow the East to become truly powerful and prosperous. 
Toward the reforms in the various Eastern countries they therefore maintained an 
.icagonistic att cui. and obstructed and sabotaged these reforms in a thousand and 


one ways. 











Undisguised armed interferences and aggresrive wars were the major methods by which 
Western colonialism sabotaged the reforms in Eastern countries. It was not the 
unique experience of only one reform movement in the Eastern countries for a 
country to suffer an aggressive war unleashed by Western powers. 


Egypt under the rule of Mohammed Ali, situated at the communications hub between 
Europe, Asia and Africa, was highly important for the incursions of Western 
colonialism into Asia as well as Africa, for control of the eastern Mediterranean 
and even the lands of the Balkan. Napoleon once pointed out the strategic 
importance of Egypt: "If France can occupy Egypt, the British will be in an 
untenable position in India." How would the Western powers allow the Egyptians 

at that time to institute reforms on that piece of land to transform it into a rich 
and militarily powerful state? How would they allow that land, which "at that time 
was the only viable part of the Ottoman Empire," ("Collected Works of Marx and 
Engels," Vol 9, p 231) to develop its own power and prosperity, somewhat like Russia 
after the reforms of Peter the Great, and allow, in the Near East so close to 
themselves, a great Arabic empire to arise with its own modern army and industry? 
Eventually, the Western powers stirred up the second Turkish-Egyptian war of 1839 
with the object of using the hands of the Ottoman Sudan to destroy the Egyptian 
reform enterprise. When the imperial Ottoman army suffered a crushing defeat, the 
Western powers themselves appeared on the sceme and staged an armed intervention. 

In 1840, the four powers, England, Russia, Prussia and Austria, issued an ultimatum 
to Mohammed Ali and the British land and sea forces launched a fierce attack against 
the Egyptian army. Under the threat of a bombardment of Alexandria, they finally 
forced Mohammed Ali to surrender. The terms of surrender were very harsh. They 
destroyed Mohammed Ali's painstaking labor of half a lifetime: he had to surrender 
the entire fleet, was allowed a land force of only 18,000 men and was to accept the 
conditions of the 1846 Anglo-Turkish Treaty of Commerce. In the end, Egypt was also 
reduced to a dumping ground for their commodities and a raw material producer for 
Western capitalism. By 1846, the 30 textile mills existing at the height of Ali's 
reforms had been sharply reduced to only 3 remaining in operation. 


In the same sense one may also say that the historical period of the 30-year 
"Westernization Movement" in China was also finally bankrupted by the Sino-Japanese 
War of 1894-1895. 


The Western colonial powers also adopted all kinds of other methods, besides open 
armed interventions and aggressive wars, to destroy the reform movements of the 
Eastern countries. These other destructive methods also had the effect of ruining 
the reforms and to finally turn the Eastern countries into colonies or semi-colonies. 
For instance, England, in 1838, forced the Ottoman Empire to sign the Anglo-Turkish 
Trade Agreement which fixed the Turkish customs duty for imports at a low 5 percent, 
prohibited monopolies for any kind of commodity and permitted foreigners to engage 
in trade anywhere within the borders of the Ottoman Empire. In this way, without 
firing a single shot, an agreement on paper basically cancelled out with one stroke 
of the pen the positive achievements of all past reforms, and even those to come, in 
the Ottoman Empire. From then on, the Ottoman Empire was wide open for the commodity 
dumping of the West. Not only that, in the fifties, England and Frunce dragged the 
Ottoman Empire into the Crimean War to serve as their junior partner. Nominally, 
the Ottoman Empire was a victor in this war, but actually it sank deeper into a 
state of dependency toward the West. In 1856, an imperial edict on the Sudan was 
outwardly a continuation of the 1839 "Imperial Edict of Gulhaneh Park" as it agreed 
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to establish banks, build railways, open up canals and develop trade. It loudly 
proclaimed "to devise means to utilize European science, techniques and capital 
in the reform projects," etc. However, the basic direction of developments had 
already changed. Banks were indeed opened, but their capital all belonged to 
England and France. Railways were indeed built, but the railway concessions were 
in the hands of foreign capitalists. The foreign indebtedness of the Ottoman 
Empire steeply increased from 75 million francs in 1854 to 2.5 billion francs in 
1870. Turkey had mortgaged its customs and other revenue to its creditors. The 
economic lifelines of the state had fallen into the hands of foreigners Western 
colonialism had used equally successfully non-military means to destroy the reform 
movement of an Eastern country. 


Due to the fact that the societies that in those days pursued reforms had not yet 
produced a modern bourgewisie and proletariat, representative of the new forms of 
production, and due to the fact that the peasantry and the handicraftsmen in these 
countries were not able to adopt a more effective struggle form than thet of the 
old peasant wars, these reform movements could only be pursued by groups or factions 
of men with vision within the feudal ruling class. This determined the fundamental 
innate weakness of these reform movements. 


Cruel extortion of the peasantry and of the other working masses was at the basis for 
these reforms and one of the fundamental objectives pursued in these reforms was to 
consolidate and strengthen this rule over the masses. 


All the varying undertakings in these reform movements, including the establish- 
ment of a modern machine industry, which at that time was a most progressive under- 
taking in the East, bore the deep imprint of feudalism and were thus afflicted with 
a fatal malady. 


Egypt's establishment of a modern industry made it an outstanding case among reforms 
in the various Eastern countries. However, the many modern factories with machine 
production that Egypt built, were basically operated on a system of feudal state 
ownership. For instance, the arsenals were controlled by the ministry of war. The 
managerial staff were active or retired military men. Machinery and factory building 
expenses were not made part of the costs of their products. Raw materials provided 
by one factory to the other were provided without profit. The ministry of war 
industry provided its products directly to the troops without taking part in any 
market exchanges. Workers were mostly conscripted by force and had a status similar 
to peasant serfs. They were moreover organized on military lines in battalions, 
companies and platoons without any personal freedom. As a consequence of this 
ownership system, the system of personal bondage and the administrative system, all 
of a feudal character, enterprises were run very poorly. Some cotton mills 

equipped with imported looms were running at oriy half their capacity because their 
machines were producing for the military departments. 


Conditions of the "Westernization Movement™ in our country were in certain respects 
very similar to those in Egypt. Taking war production departments as example, their 
production also did not participate in market exchanges, but were provided directly 
to the military without cost calculations. For instance, the ships built by the 
Bureau of Shipping Administration were "sent to various provinces who were charged 
not one penny for the costs," "construction of the ships and the operation of the 








ships are all in the hands of the state, so the two sides naturally need not haggle 
over it." There was also a military system to control the workers. "In our 
employment for all our work we have every day 800-900 able-bodied workers. If not 
treated strictly according to military rules, they may scatter, be hard to hold 
together and calling out to them may not elicit a response, so finally we appointed 
one corporal for each file of ten men to control them and for every five corporals 
one group officer to be in control, and ordered diligent and able military officers 
to be in overall control. ... This is the way we established our camps of able-bodied 
men."" We hardly need add anything as to demonstrate the incompetence of this kind 

of an enterprise management. 


Moreover, due to the fact that the groups and factions advocating the reforms were 
men of vision from within the feudal ruling class and that the reforms had no new 
social class or forces as a basis to rely on, their strength was generally weak. 
The reform groups and tactions often met with deep-rooted powerful and desperate 
opposition from feudal diehards within their own class, and on the other hand, 

due to their cruel exploitation and oppression of the masses of working people, 
also could not count on support from the people. It was therefore very easy for 
the forces of domestic diehards and foreign colonialist aggressors to break up and 
destroy the reform movements. 


The failure of reforms in the Eastern countries clarifies this problem: the 

feudal lord class in its time was unable to prescribe an effective remedy for the 
disease of the feudal system which was sick to its very vitals. It was also unable 
to stop or divert the course of history that moved the Eastern societies toward 
semi-colonialism and colonialism. The old-type peasand wars of the lower strata of 
working masses ended in failure. The upper strata ruling group also failed in the 
reform activities they sponsored. Finally, the entire East, including all the most 
powerful countries with ancient civilizations on the Asian and African continent, 
were reduced to colonies or semi-colonies of the West. The only thing that could 
save the fast was a new social force, a new class, to rely on. 


4. It is a rather complex question how to assess the historical role of the reforms 
in the various Eastern countries. Presently, scholarly circles are often poles apart 
and sometimes diametrically opposed to each other in their views on these reform 
movements. For instance, there are widely divergent opinions on whether to priase 

or condemn Mohammed Ali's reforms. Those who praise him believe “he left lasting 
influences in all spheres of Egyptian life and laid the foundation for the country's 
economic, social and political development." Those who condemn him denounce him as 

a "tyrant" who “paved the way for the exploitations by foreign capitalism." 


Why is it that although the available historical data are more or less the same, 
their evaluation can differ like that? To solve this problem, in our opinion, 
further detailed data are required as well as a uniformity of criteria for judge- 
ment. The present article merely attempts to present, from one angle, a humble 
opinion for reference. 


The purpose of all reforms in the various Eastern countries around the middle of 
the 19th century, judging from the subjective aims of the groups and factions that 
promoted them, was to preserve and consolidate the feudal systems and feudal rule. 
All these efforts at reforms, one after another, ended in failure because of the 
sabotage, in one way or another, by Western colonialism and the opposition of 

the domestic feudal diehards, and also because of the innate defects 
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of the reforms fhiemselves. Can we then determine their historical role based on 
these points, namely based on the outcome of their subjective aims and the 
certainty of their failure? We cannot. 


In certain historical undertakings, such as reforms, change of political 
institutions, etc, the subjective aims that were pursued and the final success 
or failure are undoubtedly of major significance in evaluating these affairs, but 
we must not make them the only or the major criterion for our evaluation. 


Lenin said: "In judging historical merits and achievements, we must not base our 
judgement on the fact that the historical event did not contribute to what we are 
presently demanding, but rather base on whether it contributed new things in 
relation to the generation that preceeded it." ("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 2, 
p 150). Historical figures should be judged in this manner, the same as historical 
events. Even though the reforms in the various Eastern countries in the 19th 
century had as their fundamental aim the preservation of a declining feudal rule, 
and although the stamp of a backward and decadent feudalism was deeply imprinted on 
the reforms themselves, let us rather look squarely at the historical facts which 
will then show us clearly that these reforms, to a greater or smaller extent, 
“provided new things." 


The reforms in the various Eastern countries around the middle of the 19th century 
were instituted and promoted by historical figures of all shades. Can we tiien base 
our judgement of the merits and faults, right and wrong, of these reforms on this 
point, namely on the personalities that instituted and promoted the reforms? We 
cannot. 


Indeed, the reform movement and the launching of it on the one side and the 
personalities who support the reforms on the other, are two things and no hard and 
fast line can be drawn between the two. This is so because the latter, to a high 
degree, influence or even determine the subjective aims of these reforms, their 
political trends as well as their course and outcomes. The reforms in the various 
Eastern countries around the 19th century mostly suffered defeat at the hands of 
the Western colonialist aggressors. Among the historical figures who supported 
these reform movements, there were such types as Theodore II, who met military 
defeat in his fight against aggression and committed suicide, a hero who chose 
death rather than humiliation, but then there were also such figures as Li Hongzhang 
who persistently compromised and sought peace by betraying his country. The former 
gave the reform movement a tragic complexion, while the latter branded it as a 
shameful event. Our evaluation of the leaders of the reforms closely affect the 
historical role that we assign to the reforms themselves, but we also must not 
simply use the evaluation of the historical figures as an assessment of the 
historical events that these historical figures have engendered. For instance, as 
to the attitude with which they dealt with the Western colonialist aggressors, 
Theodore II was evidently firmer than Mohammed Ali, who surrendered to the Western 
powers when their armies reached his city walls. Theodore's way of concluding the 
conflict was also so much more heroic, but Ali's teforms stand out as much more 
important in the modern history of the East; the depth and breadth of his reforms 
clearly by far exceed Theodore's reforms, a point on which there can hardly be any 
doubt. 
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The reforms in the various Eastern countries around the 19th century have indeed, 
objectively, a certain positive and progressive significance. In summary, these 
are approximately in the following respects: 


(1) In political respects, these reforms mostly strove to strengthen the central- 
ization of state power and the unity of the country. Emulating Western patterns, 
they organized modern armies, enhanced the unity of the country and the strength 

of resistance against foreign aggression. Some countries, moreover, established 
ministries in the central administration and devised new local adwinistrative 
districts, which was of definite positive significance in weakening local separatist 
forces and for the formation of a modern national state. 


(2) In economic respects, these reforms mostly strove to learn Western advanced 
science, technology and to introduce the productive forces of Western capitalism. 
Some abolished or rectified long-standing abuses, some actively set up modern 
industries, etc. These activities provided some necessary prerequisites and 
foundations for the later development of capitalism. 


(3) In ideological and cultural respects, these movements were the start of breaking 
out of the state of seclusion and out of the trammels of conservatism, the emergence 
of a new atmosphere of learning from the West. They nurtured contingents of 
qualified native engineers and technicians and, what is even more important, started 
to bring into being modern intellectuals who had received initial education in 
Western capitalism. 


In a critical review of the reform movements in the Eastern countries, we must 
frankly and realistically state what objectively had been their positive and 
progressive functions. This is an attitude demanded of us by historical materialism. 
However, whether a historical event of objectively positive and progressive functions 
is thus also certain to have been positive and progressive in its own nature, should 
be concretely analyzed according to the concrete conditions. 


As everyone knows, Marx already gave a detailed exposition of the objective histor- 
ical effects of British colonial rule in India. In his essay "The Future Effects 
of British Rule in India," he clearly pointed out that several items that England 
brought to India in the course of its ruling that country, such as political unity, 
a modernized army, an inlependent press, a land system, a new stratum of intellec- 
tuals, as well as telegraph, the steam engine, etc, were all of positive signifi- 
cance for India's future, independent of man's original intentions. Marx, moreover, 
most pertinently, pointed out: British colonial rule "created in Asia the largest 
social revolution, which frankly was also the first and only one in Asian history.” 
("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 2, p 67) 


The various consequences which were listed above, in particular the largest social 
revolution in Asia, which was also Asia's first and only one, we cannot but 

consider objectively as of huge progressive significance, but can we therefore 

judge that British colonial aggression against India and its rule over India were 

of a progressive character, or simply say that it was a progressive rule? Obviously, 
this would be absurd. In pointing out the objective consequences created by 

British rule over India, Marx still adopted a ste =, critical attitude toward this 
rule and pointed out that it “inflicted a calamity on Industan which in comparison 
with past calamities suffered by Industan was undoubtedly of quite a different 
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character, but in degrees many, many times more serious." (Ibid., p 63) Moreover, 
when discussing British colonialism “serving unconsciously as the tool of history" 
and its creating a social revolution and other such objectively progressive effects, 
Marx emphatically declares: "It appears that whatever the English bourgeoisie will 
be forced to do in India, it will neither bring freedom to the masses, nor basically 
improve their social condition, because these two things are not merely determined 
by a development of productive forces but decided by whether the productive forces 
belong to the people." 


It is true, Marx discusses here the relationship between oppression of people and 
people suffering such oppression, but the statement allows us to draw some conclusions 
with regard to the question of assessing the modern reforms in the Eastern countries. 


Now, in the same manner, as to the reforms in the Eastern countries that did possess 
the above-mentioned positive effects, what makes us decide whether their character 
is after all progressive or reactionary? 


Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: in all the contradictions in modern China, “the 
contradiction between imperialism and the Chinese nation is the principal among all 
the various contradictions." ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong," one-volume edition, 

p 594) This method of analyzing can be equally applied to the entire modern East. 
The contradiction between imperialism (including its precursor: free capitalism) in 
the various Eastern nations is the most important contradiction among all the 
contradictions that beset the various Eastern countries in modern times. In 
assessing the reforms in the Eastern countries, we must in the final analysis firmly 
grasp this most important contradiction and subject it to observation and study. We 
must look at the reforms and see what effects they have had under the new historical 
conditions, when the fatherland suffered aggression and humiliation from colonialism 
and imperialism, whether the reforms contributed "new things" previously not extant 
to the new historical era, and whether they made contributions toward the struggle 
of resistance against colonialist and imperialist aggression and toward the 
protection of national independence and unity. 


One aspect of modern Chinese history is "the collaboration of imperialism and Chinese 
feudalism in the process of rendering China into a semi-colonial and colonial state." 
(Ibid., p 595) However, this "collaboration" was not accomplished in one move. It 
came about step by step in the course of the entire process of China's transformation 
into a semi-colonial state. If we do not give due consideration to the conflict of 
interests also existing between the two, and to the fact that in the beginning the 
conflicts were the primary factor which yielded to collaboration as primary factor 
only in the later period, and that conflicts persisted even in that later period, we 
shall find it difficult to understand the repeated aggressive wars that the capital- 
ist and imperialist powers launched against our country in modern times, the two 
Opium Wars, the Sino-French War, the Sino-Japanese War and the war of the Eight- 
Power Allied Forces. Similar conditions prevailed in all the Eastern countries in 
modern times. We are therefore of the opinion that in analyzing the reform period 

in the Eastern countries around the middle of the 19th century, we should place the 
above-mentioned reforms (including tie positive roles which they played, objectively) 
into a framework of the contradiction between colonialism and imperialism on the one 
hand and the relevant Eastern nations on the other hand for the purpose of obser- 
vation and study. In concrete terms it means that we must observe what position is 
taken by the feudal lord class that promotes the reforms, eupecially also the 
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groups and factions that institute the reforms, in the contradiction between 
imperialism and its own nation, and whether they are primarily in a state of 
conflict with colonialism and imperialism or primarily cooperating, whether the 
reforms that they instituted were launched in conflict with colonialism or along the 
road of smooth cooneration with colonialism. If it is the former, it is undoubtedly 
a progressive movement; if it is the latter, it is basically a reactionary movement, 
even if it has objectively certain positive consequences independent of original 
human intentions, and even if we must admit and cannot evade mention of these 
positive consequences, because in its basic functions this kind of reform did not 
produce "new things" demanded by the new historical era, namely taking a militant 
stand against the encroaching forces of colonialism and imperialisn. 


Measured according to these standards, the reforms in the various countries of the 
East present different conditions. 


The "Westernization Movement" in our country was one of the latest reform movements 
of the upper strata among such movements in the various countries of the East. In 
its outward conditions, its inception, development and ultimate bankruptcy, we see 
that it roughly coincided with the process of change of capitalism into imperialism. 
Considering the internal conditions, we see that when the movement started, our 
country had been on the road to be reduced to a state of semi-colonialism for 20 
years. In that period, our feudal ruling clasa had been defeated already twice in 
aggressive wars unleashed by the Western colonialists and had a record of having 
twice capitulated on its knees, suffered national humiliation and forfeiture of its 
sovereign rights. It was moreover creating yet another and even more monstrous ~ 
record: in collusion with the aggressors, the feudal ruling class suppressed the 
Taiping Rebellion. The "collaboration" of imperialism and Chinese feudalism 
displayed at that time was not a singular historical event, but merely the high tide 
of such actions. The 30 years of the "Westernization Movement" were a process of 
basically "integrating" the two elements, the step by step incursion of the Western 
powers as they passed on to the stage of imperialism and the step by step surrender 
of the Chinese feudal class (the complete "integration" came after the invasion of the 
Eight-Power Allied Forces). Looking at it from the perspective of the entire process 
of developments, we see that although there weve conflicting interests at the time of 
the "Westernization Movement" between the Chinese feudal ruling class and foreign 
capitalism and imperialism, collaboration between them was obviously the primary 
factor. Even if at some times and in some places the "Westernization Movement" 

did show certain conflicts between the feudal ruling class and colonialism, the 
"Westernization Movement," which was the main practical activity of the Chinese 
feudal ruling class at that time, was in its general direction going the road of 
compromise and cooperation with colonialism. Im this sense we may say: even if the 
"Westernization Movement" in its objective social significance was far superior in 
depth and breadth to the reforms in the other Eastern states, its fundamental 
character was such that we still cannot approve of it, cannot praise it as "a move- 
ment which had a progressive nature." We can even less regard it as a reform of any 
kind of a progressive character. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. There is a common historical background to the Meiji Restoration and the reforms 
in the other Eastern countries. However, the result was that Japan as the only 
Eastern country developed into a fully developed capitalist state. This was due 
to internal conditions in Japan which enabled it to break away from the common 
pattern of upper strata reforms and to develop a modern capitalist national 
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democratic revolutionary movement. This question must be reserved for a 
special study and shall, for the time being, remain outside the discussions 


of this article. 


Cf. Yand Haocheng (2799 3493 1004), "Some Questions on Mohammed Ali's Economic 
Reforms," in SHIJIE LISHI (WORLD HISTORY), No 5 (1980). (Later quotations of 
material in the Arabic language are quoted from this article) 


Cf. John Marlowe, “Anglo-Egyptian Relations, 1800-1953," London, 1954, p 50. 
The “feddan" is an Egyptian unit of land measurement, at that time equal to 
6.3 Chinese standard mu. 


Cf. Richard Pankhurst, "Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935," (Addis 
Ababa, Haile Selasie I University, 1968) p 10. 


Cf. Miller, "Short History of Turkey," Moscow edition of 1948, p 64. 


9893 
CSO: 4005/933 


19 








PARTY AND STATE 


"BA YI RADIO’ VIEWS INJUSTICE OF LIN BIAO CASE 
OW181350 (Clandestine) Ba Yi Radio in Mandarin to China 1400 GMT 16 Oct 81 


[Text] After the Sixth Plenum of the party drew an official conclusion on comrade 
Mao Zedong's mistakes Huang Yongsheng, former chief of staff of the PLA, who is 
presently sick in jail, wrote a letter to comrade Deng Xiaoping, chairman of the 
military commission of the CCP Central Committee, clarifying the so-called Lin Biao 
case. Meanwhile, letters were also written by Jiang Tengjiao and Li Zuopeng, as 
well as former deupty chief of staff (Luo Ping) and former combat department head 

(Lu Min) of the air force headquarters, requesting that an investigation be conducted 
to reveal the truth of this case in accordance with the spirit of the resolution 
adopted at the party's Sixth Plenum, so that mistakes made in the trial and judg- 
ment of the case can be corrected. Im addition, dozens of PLA cadres who were nis- 
treated several years ago have staged sit-in demonstrations in the offices of the 
general political department and the general staff department during the past few 
months to demand correction of their wrong verdicts. All this indicates that 

though the assessment of comrade Mao Zedong's merits and wistakes and the exposure 

of the mistakes of the cultural revolution made by the Sixth Plenum of the party were 
far from being thorough, the people have seen a gleam of hope from such assessment 
and exposure. 


Comrade (Su Renzhi) points out in the organ of the party: “In his late years comrade 
Mao Zedong was extremely suspicious and did not trust any old comrades within the 
party. He let the expansion of the scope of the class struggle affect the whole party 
and viewed the normal differences in opinion in andparty as a life-and-death class 
struggle. At the time preceding the cultural revolution, there were no forces what- 
soever that could restrain comrade Mao Zedong." Besides, many comrades hold that 

the cultural revolution was a real counterrevolutionary movement. During the period 
when the fascist autocratic rule prevailed many military leaders rose up to oppose 
the gang of four and the savage acts of comrade Mao Zedong regardless of the danger 
to their lives. How can this be regarded as a towering crime? Even comrade Deng 
Xiaoping said at the party's Sixth Plenum that it would be impossible to overthrow 
the gang of four if comrade Mao Zedong were not dead. 


In his letter to the central authorities, Jiang Tengjiao raised three questions which 
are worthy of our earnest attention. In the first place, since the mistakes committed 
by Mao Zedong during the cultural revolution were so serious, isn't opposing him 
different from opposing the party and the revolution? Secondly, during the trial 

it was stipulated that no mention should be made about anything concerning Mao 
Zedong, and that nobody should shift the responsibility to Mao Zedong. Now that 








the party's Sixth Plenum has made a preliminary assessment of Mao Zedong's mistakes, 


the legal basis for the original trial and sentence is completely untenable. Thirdly, 


when the former principal leaders of our army were put on trial a lot of [words 
indistinct] crimes were fabricated to meet the needs at that time. For example, it 
was fabricated that a plan was made to assassinate Chairman Mao by using flame 
throwers and 40-mam bazookas to attack his train. By firing anti-aircraft guns 
point-blank, by using aircraft to bomb and by blowing up the Hongqiao Oil Depot. 
Now these rumors fabricated by Kang Sheng and the gang of four should be clarified 
according to the principle of seeking truth from facts. 


The above-mentioned opinions and requests are quite right. In the past Liu Shaogi, 
Deng Xiaoping, Tao Zhu, Peng Zhen and Hu Yaobang were accused of the crimes of 
opposing the party and Chairman Mao and being renegades, hidden traitors and scabs. 
Haven't their cases all been corrected today? Why is it impossible to change the 
cases of the former principal leaders of our army and the tens of thousands of PLA 
cadres who have been wrongly charged and have been suffering from persecution? 


CSO: 4005/64 





PARTY AND STATE 


CRITICISM PRAISED AS WEAPON TO CORRECT MISTAKES 


e 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 19 Aug 81 p 1 


[Article by a fan [7093 1581]: “The Banner of Criticism Cannot Be Abana: xed") 
{Text} I. 


At a time when the bourgeois laissez-faire tendency is still prevalent in our society, 
the task of further settling accounts with and eliminating the “leftists” really 
presents a difficult problem. At the heart of the laissez-faire tendency is a desire 
to abandon, resist and even openly reject the leadership of the party. To overconxe 
this tendency is an important concern of our current criticism campaign. In the face 
of this challenge, some localities and units have failed to provide strong and well- 
organized leadership on the ideological front. They have also failed to criticize and 
struggle against certain erroneous tendencies and misleading statements and wrong- 
doings as well as bold challenges to the four basic principles. Sou: Communist Party 
and CYL members have also failed to face this situation squarely and distinguish 
right from wrong. This situation is in urgent need of change. 


As a matter of fact, the leading comrades on the Central Committee have repeatedly 
emphasized this problem, calling on us to reach a consensus in this connection. For 
example, we must recognize that the criticism of the “leftist” guiding ideology and 
the struggle against the laissez-faire tendency are two indivisible aspects of a single 
program, and that we cannot concentrate on grasping one aspect and forget the other. 
If we fail to eliminate the erroneous "leftist" aspect from our guiding ideology, 

we will find it difficult to overcome and combat the influence of the bourgeois 
laissez-faire tendency in our society. Like wise, if we fail to take stern measures 
against the influence of the bourgeois laissez-faire tendency, we will hand over 
victory to the adherents of the erroneous “leftist” ideology on the propaganda front. 
We must carry out the struggle on the two fronts simultaneously for the single pur- 
pose of better implementing the party's line, principles and policies adopted since 
the Third Plenum as an indispensable step in the direction of implementing the guide- 
lines of the Sixth Plenum. 


The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding 
of the PRC" calls for applying correctly the weapon of criticism and self-criticism, 
for further liquidating the "leftist" errors, and for struggling against erroneous 
ideologies that deviate from the party's correct principles. Under no circumstances 
can we depart from this position. However divided over the issues of the past, we 
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communists should present a united front on the major issues of principle and should 
follow the decisions adopted by the Central Committee. Otherwise, our party will 
stand no chance of strengthening its fighting power. In dealing with the bourgeois 
laissez-faire tendency now prevalent in our society, the following options are open 

to us: First, we can choose to shut our eyes to what is taking place and let every- 
thing take its natural course; second, we can show courage by criticizing what is 
wrong by means of reasoning and persuasion. Since justice is on our side and 
erroneous ideas are unpopular with the masses, why should we fear them? Of course, 
criticism is a process of seeking truth from facts, a process of exposing the cause 
of disease in order to save the patient. In this process, we must emphasize 
appropriate methods for the purpose of achieving unity; we should refrain from engag- 
ing iu any political movement. Nor should we conduct criticism on the basis of a 
clash. When we emphasize these points, we must first conduct criticism conscientious- 
ly. Without criticism aimed at distinguishing right from wrong, can anything be done? 


Il. 


Originally, there was a clear distinction between the regular form of criticism and 
self-criticism and the tendency to wield the stick. Gone, however, is this distinc- 
tion as a result of the turmoil spaning 10 years. Today, some comrades have respon- 
ded to all forms of offensive criticism with the outcry: "The stick is being wielded 
again." 


Excessive struggles within the party often culminate in a desire to abolish the 
regular form of criticism and self-criticism as an antidote to such excessive 
struggles within the party. Whatever the outcome, we must denounce all wrongdoing 
but not the correct ideas. Although excessive struggles should be avoided by all 
means, the banner of criticism can never be abandoned. Criticism can be called a 
debate. Socialism can develop only through debate and application of dialectics. It 
is certain that some individuals associated with the "leftists" for years may tend 
to wield the stick under the pretext of criticism. Although this cannot be totally 
avoided, it should never be cited as a reason for resisting criticism. For example, 
fish also have bones. If someone who chokes on fish bones due to his own fault 
suggests that all species of fish be wiped off the earth, I will certainly view him 
as the most unwise person in the world. If we want to carry forward the party's 
excellent tradition and workstyle, we must conscientiously pick up the weapon of 
‘riticism and self-criticism. 


ill. 


Unlike eulogy, criticism will make its targets flush and feel uncomfortable. Never- 
theless, you must understand that only good comrades who truly love you will con- 
scientiously criticize and help you correct mistakes when you commit them. In this 
connection, I would like to quote the following passage from an ancient poem: "The 
sun rises in the Easc, the rain falls in the West; Nature exudes cold as well as 
warmth." 


yn the other hand, remember that if someone refrains from criticizing you when you 
_ommit mistakes, and instead praises and flatters you, never forget to ask him why. 


I have noted another unhealthy phenomenon: when an individual is the subject of 
orrect criticism, some people, rather than helping to educate him, start to flatter 
‘im, encourage him to resist criticism, and make him happy and look like a hero. 











This unhealthy practice merits our attention. Historical experience shows that just 
nodding one's head in the process of criticism is a metaphysical approach which is 
harmful to those being criticized. 


When expressing his views on "excessive criticism" and “excessive flattery," Lu Xun 
maintained that no one should fear excessive criticism, but that everyone should 
guard vigilantly against flattery. Lu Xun was never fooled by flattery. In 1936, 
Lu Xun received a letter from a Troskiyite praising him as a man of great wisdon. 
After going over this flattering letter, Lu Xun wrote a reply giving the sender a 
dressing-down and categorically pointing out that his letter harbored ulterior 
motives. We must learn from Lu Xun and carefully analyze the motives for flattery 
so that we will never be misled by it. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NECESSITY OF CAPITALIST STAGE DISCUSSED 
Taiyuan SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 14 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Guo Dekui [6753 1795 1145]: "Is A Capitalist Stage Still Necessary in 
China?"] 


[Text] The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the People's Republic of China" pointed out: "Only socialism can save 
China. This is an unwavering conclusion drawn from the intimate knowledge of the 
people of all nationalities throughout the country.over the past 100 years, and the 
most fundamental experience of history in the 32 years since the founding of the 
People's Republic of China." A summation like this is undoubtedly the most correct 
one. However, in recent years, there have been those who have quoted the classics 
in finding fault with our socialist system and in questioning it. One of the view- 
points among them was: Since the new-démocratic revolution has achieved victories 
throughout the country, our productive forces remain at a level too low to provide 
a ground for the transformation into socialism, therefore, it is necessary for us to 
undergo a capitalist stage and to practice socialism only after the level of pro- 
ductive forces has been improved. This argument is untenable and must be clarified. 


To Follow the Socialist Road is Determined by the Specific Course of Historical 
Development in Our Country. 


One of the bases of the above-mentioned argument is: Marx and Engels once said that 
socialist revolution cannot take place separately in any single country but will 
tirst achieve victories simultaneously in the developed capitalist countries. On 
this ground, it is felt that it is not compatible with the tenets of Marxism for 

our country to directly practice socialism by overstepping the capitalist stage. 


True, Marx and Engels have once imagined it to be this way, but they did not con- 
fine their own thought and thereby rule out the possibility of waging socialist 
revolution in countries where capitalism was not yet well developed. In 1894, 
Engels pointed out in his article "Peasant Problems in France and Germany": "We do 
not have to wait until the time when the consequenee of the development of capitalist 
production is manifested everywhere in an extreme form or when the last small handi- 
craftsmen and the last small farmers have become victims of the capitalist large- 
scale production to bring about this change." (p 312, Vol 4 "Selected Works of Marx 
and Engels"). In 1923, based on the practical experience of the Russian Revolution, 
Lenin further elaborated Engels’ viewpoint in his article "On the Revolution of Our 
Country." He pointed out that the proletarian class can fully utilize the alliance 
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of workers and peasants which has already been in existence to seize state power 
and then to rely on the proletarian regime to develop economy and culture so as to 
realize socialism. In the light of the view expressed by the opportunism of the 
Second International that "productive forces in Russia have not yet been developed 
to a level at which socialism can be realized," he sharply pointed out: "why can- 
not we first create in China such prerequisites of civilization as banishing the 
landlords and Russian capitalists and then march to socialism? Just what books are 
you reading that say changes of this kind are not allowed or possible under the 
ordinary historical order? (p 692, Vol 4, "Selected Works of Lenin"). It is thus 
obvious that it is untenable if we neither proceed from reality nor consider the 
objective situation which has already changed but merely apply the classic views of 
a time prior to socialism has become a reality as the basis to argue that our coun- 
try should not turn towards socialism. 


Owing to the fact that different historical conditions exist in different countries, 
it is inevitable that they follow different revolutionary roads. The reason why our 
country can overleap the stage of capitalist development and move directly to the 
socialist road after victories achieved in the new-—democratic revolution is that it 
is entirely conditioned by the specific course of historical development in our 
country. Viewed from international conditions, the world has entered an era of 
imperialism and proletarian revolution. The revolution in our country has become 

a part of the worldwide proletarian revolution and we can win the support of inter- 
national proletarian classes, Particularly the victory of the October Revolution in 
Russia has turned socialism from a scientific prediction into a living reality which 
has provided a successful precedent and set a glorious example for the underde- 
veloped countries to directly enter into a developing stage by surpaséing capitalisn. 
It has had a profound influence on the revolution in our country. Precisely as 
Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "Follow the path of the Russians—and that is the 
conclusion.” As far as our domestic conditions are concerned, first, we are under 
the correct leadership of the proletarian class and its party--the Chinese Conaunist 
Party armed with Marxism-Leninism and Mzo Zedong Thought. We have a firm worker- 
peasant alliance. Especially since the establishment of the new type of state 
power of people's democratic dictatorship, that is the proletarian dictatorship, 
after the democratic revolution has achieved victories throughout the country, the 
proletarian class has in its hands absolute political predominance and firmly 
grasped the revolutionary leadership. Although there were only a few modern indus- 
tries in our country, yet they were comparatively more concentrated in the hands 

of the bureaucratic-capitalist class which amounted to approximately 80 percent of 
the total capital. We have confiscated bureaucrat*capital and put it under the 
possession of the state led by the proletarian class and thus enabled the people to 
control the economic lifelines of the country to make the socialist state-owned 
economy the leading power of the whole national economy. By relying on both the 
state and the economic leadership firmly grasped by the proletarian class we can 
establish socialist public ownership and enter into a socialist society by carrying 
out socialist reforms on both individual private ownership (agriculture and handi- 
craft industry) and private capitalist industry and commerce. Since we can directly 
carry out socialism under the condition of a backward economy, why must we for a 
period of time run counter to the course of historical development to once again 
return to the capitalist road and let the people once again suffer capitalist ex- 
ploitation? 
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To Follow the Socialist Road is the Objective Requirement of the Development of 
Productive forces in Our Country. 


The second argument of those who do not feel that there is ground for us to trans- 
form into socialism is: Socialism must be established on the basis of a well- 
developed economy, but our economy lags far behind and production relations in our 
country outstrip the development level of productive forces. 


There is no denying the fact that production relations must suit the development 
level of productive forces, but it must not be mechanically interpreted as that 
only when productive forces have developed to a very high level can we then estab- 
lish socialism. Since it is only a relative concept to say that the level of pro- 
ductive forces is high or low, or it is advanced or backward, nobody can possibly 
determine a clear and unambiguous norm as the standard and demarcation line for 
bringing about a change to the old production relations. According to the view- 
point of Marx, the key to the change of production relations lies in the question 
of whether productive forces can still be accommodated by production relations con- 
ditioned by the productive forces itself. When productive forces have developed to 
a point at which it can no longer be accommodated by that kind of production rela- 
tions, or when contradictions have developed to a certain critical extent, it is 
bound to set off a revolution in order to destroy the existing production relations 
and establish new ones which will suit a certain level of productive forces. During 
the initial period of the founding of the People’s Republic, especially after the 
task of confiscating bweaucrat capital for putting it under state ownership as well 
as that of agrarian reform have been accomplished, five different kinds of 
economic status including socialist state-owned economy, individual economy such as 
peasants and handicraftsmen, private capitalist economy, cooperative economy which 
is semi-socialist in nature, and state capitalist economy were at that time in co- 
existence. Judged by the condition of productive forces, our country was then in- 
deed far behind the developed nations. However, sharp contradictory conflicts yet 
existed between this very low socialist productive forces and the then existed 
production relations. In the cities, although capitalist industries and commerce 
have still played a certain positive role in promoting production, restoring 
national economy and satisfying people's demand under the situation when our 
economy was seriously damaged, but the aim of its business activities was to extract 
excess value, therefore, the workers were still exploited by them. The very nature 
of profit-before-everything mentality resulted in blind competition among the 
capitalist enterprises themselves and that was a blow against the dconomic plan of 
the state. The capitalist class at the same time employed the "five evils" to wage 
savage onslaughts on socialism. In rural areas, although the system of feudal pri- 
vate ownership of land has been abolished and the peasant private land ownership 
system has been established through agrarian reform and thus enabled agricultural 
productive forces to be liberated from the fetters of feudal exploiting relations, 
this individual and backward small-scale peasant economy was unable to reasonably 
utilize land and labor force, nor would they be able to adopt agricultural 
machinery and advanced technology or to resist natural disasters because of their 
limited production scale and decentralization of management. As a result, it was 
difficult to expand reproduction. This kind of small-scale peasant economy which 
stood at the crossroads was also very unstable and easy to produce a polarization. 
Situations such as this told us that contradictions between the working class and 
the capitalist class as well as that between the socialist road and the capitalist 














road had become principal contradictions at that time and turned out to be shackles 
hindering further development of the productive forces. Therefore, to carry out 
socialist reforms for agriculture, handicraft. industry, and capitalist industry and 
commerce making them compatible with the situation in China in order to transform 
the system of private ownership of the means of production into the system of 
socialist public ownership and to lead the national economy as a whole onto the 
socialist track is not only the objective requirement of the development of produc- 
tive forces in our society, but also a shining example set by our party and Comrade 
Mao Zedong through specifically applying the law of adapting production relations 
to the nature of productive forces for solving practical problems of our country. 


The establishment of socialist system has brought about the liberation of productive 
forces in our society. For this reason, even though it has been only a short period 
of time since the founding of the People's Republic and we are inexperienced in lead- 
ing the socialist construction, yet by relying on the superiority of the socialist 
system, we are able to establish, step by step, the imlependent and comparatively 
more comprehensive industrial as well as national economic systems on the basis of 

a mess of poverty and blankness of old China, and thereby build China from a back- 
ward agricultural country into an industrial-agricultural country at a fairly good 
level. Our economic power has been much improved. At constant prices, it is cal- 
culated that in 1980 the total value of industrial and agricultural output increased 
15.1 times compared with that of 1949, of which the total value of agricultural 
output increased 2.8 times, total value of industrial output increased 45.2 times, 
while that of light industry increased nearly 26 times, and our gross national 
income increased more than 9 times. Such a high rate of development not only was 
hard to imagine in old China, but even the developed capitalist countries nowadays 
are far far behind. In the 28 years from 1949 to 1977, the total value of industrial 
output in our country has had an average annual increase of 13.5 percent, while in 
such capitalist countries as the United States, Japan, West Germany, Great Britain 
and France, industrial growth rates only registered as 4.3, 12, 6.2, 2.3 and 5.3 
percent respectively. It is obvious that the rate of industrial development in 
these countries is far far behind ours. Besides, we have also achieved tremendous 
successes in some sophisticated branches of technology. In short, since the year 

we started to implement the first five-year plan until 1980, we have in a period of 
only 28 years achieved successes unprecedented in old China, and traversed various 
courses which many developed capitalist countries have spent more than a half 
century time to cover. The fact fully proves that socialist system is in conformity 
with the situation in our country. It can create a labor productivity higher than 
that of any other social system. Compared with any other social systems, its 
superiority is matchless. Such being the case, why must our country take the 
capitalist road for a period of time or turn back to make up the “absence” of the 
capitalist stage? Of course, we have to admit that the level of productive forces 
in our country is low and it has really caused numerous difficulties to the socialist 
modernization construction, however, these difficulties can gradually be overcome 
through arduous struggles of the people throughout the country. It is absolutely 
not allowed to negate the objective inevitability and practical possibility for 
practicing socialism in our country simply because of these difficulties. 


We Must Objectively Treat Problems Which Have Emerged in the Course of Socialism in 
Our Country. 


At a time when we are achieving tremendous successes in the socialist construction 
in our country, we have also made mistakes, especially the protracted grievous 
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mistakes of the "Great Cultural Revolution" which affected the overall situation. 
Some people attributed these faults and mistakes to the socialist system itself 
and, therefore, were doubtful of the superiority of it, or even expected to negate 
it once and for all. It is absolutely wrong. 


The mistakes and errors we have made in the course of socialist construction are 
primarily due to subjective factors, and are not necessarily intrinsically related 
to the socialist system itself. 


First, one of the superiorities of the socialist system is the rapid development 

of productive forces which have opened broad prospects and provided objective 
possibilities. However, in order to turn such a possibility into reality, not only 
certain objective conditions are necessary, but the more important is that the sub- 
jective guidance must be correct. Owing to the fact that socialism is a completely 
new cause never undertaken by our forefathers, our understanding of the objective 
development law of socialism must be probed through practice and we have to pay cer- 
tain price. Therefore, it was only natural that we should make mistakes of one kind 
or another. For instance, in a certain period of time, we made mistakes by enlarging 
the scope of class struggle politically, impetuously rushing construction economical- 
ly and attempting speedy transition in production relations. All of these mistakes 
were related directly to our inexperience, our insufficient understanding of the 
objective law of socialism and our subjective deviation from objective reality. 

They were not the mistakes of the socialist system itself. 


Second, socialism in our country is still in its initial developing stage and it 

is naturally imperfect in some aspects, especially in certain specific links of 
socialist production relations and superstructures where malpractices detrimental 
to the development of productive forces still exist. For instance, in the system of 
economic management, power is over-concentrated in the central government and it is 
thus harmful to bringing the initiative of the local authorities and enterprises 
into full play. In the management method, executive orders have been a usual prac- 
tice and economic measures have not been well applied for administering economics. 
In financial aspect, the large-scale system of payment partly in kind and partly in 
cash by practicing unified revenues and expenditures has resulted in the phenomenon 
of “eating out of a common pot." In addition, in the style of work, such evil trends 
as bureaucracy and red tape still exist. 


All these have prcocented obstacles to bringing the superiority of the socialist 
evstem into full plcy and thereby hamper productive powers in our society to move 
*-rward at an accelerated rate. These evils and shortcomings are not innate in the 
socialist system itself, but are problems of our understanding and work. So long 
as we can correctly sum up our experiences and lessons, and continuously probe and 
reform in practice, it is certain that the socialist system will gradually be adapted 
to individual specific links and to socialized mass production, and thereby give 
full play to the superiority of the socialist system. As for the interferences and 
obstructions originating from the two counterrevolutionary cliques of Lin Biao and 
Jtang Qing, it is an issue which is different in nature and the socialist system is 
cot to blame. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CALL FOR EFFORT AT IMPLEMENTING THE ‘RESOLUTION’ 
Wuhan HUBEI RIBAO in Chinese 29 Aug 81 p 2 
[Article: "Exert Effort in Implementation"] 


[Text] The 6th Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee passed the 
"Resolution on Certain Questions im the History of Our Party Since the Founding of 
the People's Republic of China" which accords with the heart of the party and with 
the will of the people. Many party organizations not only seriously study it and 
widely promote it, but moreover they are attentive to uniting it with reality and 
using the spirit of the "Resolution" in moving to:solve the salient problems of their 
their own areas and units. This sort of excellent study style which intimately 
combines study and promotion with implementation and execution has not been seen 

for many years and is worthy of strong support. 


Exerting effort in implementation does not mean that we should overlook study and 
promotion, nor is it to say that we already did a sufficient job of study and 
promotion in the period prior to this. An historical document as rich in content, 
as ideologically profound, and with as far-reaching significance as the "Resolution" 
first requires time and energy for serious study and penetrating research. We must 
comprehend the spiritual essence, raise our individual understanding, and also adopt 
numerous ways of carrying out broad and penetrating promotion with great fanfare 
among all party members and the masses in order to unite our ideology and allow us 
to look forward in unity. This is the foundation for implementing the spirit of the 
"Resolution." The study and promotion of the previous period was only the begin- 
ning. We still need to further strengthen these areas. Otherwise, we will have 

but a smattering of knowledge half understood, mere light and shadow, or we will 

not reach full understanding in our ideology in which case there is basically po 

way we can speak of using the spirit of the "Resolution" to direct our work. But 
what is clear in guiding ideology is that study and promotion must take implementa- 
tion as the point of departure and the stepping stones. The two must be intimately 
combined and not distinctly separated. 


The reason that in guiding ideology we must be clear on this point is reflected in 
the fact that in some areas and units the party style and the style of study that 
was damaged by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" has not yet been completely corrected. 
This makes it conspicuously clear that in recent years some leading comrades in 

their treatment of the new spirit of the Party Central Committee and its established 
principles and policies have been satisfied to simply transmit them to the masses, 
halting efforts after ordinary promotion and calls for adherence have been made, 
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and having no concrete plans or actions regarding how they and those under them 
should implement things. For these comrades it seems as though transmitting, pro- 
moting and organizing several study sessions can be considered implement _cion. 
This causes the spirit of the Party Central Committee and its principles and poli- 
cies to be put poorly into effect at the grass roots level so that problems that 
should and could be solved do not get solved... The masses are very dissatisfied 
with this and criticize it as a "gust of wind.” This time around in our study and 
promotion of the "Resolution" we should naturally consider this to be a taboo and 
exert greater effort in implementation, not stopping after merely blowing a "gust 
of wind." 


That which is called implementation is the thorough manifestation or embodiment 
(of principles, policies, spirit, methods, etc.). Obviously, study, transmission, 
and promotion of the spirit of the Party Central Committee is not equivalent to 
implementation. In implementation we mst look to practice where we still need to 
make great efforts. If energy is lacking, if the workstyle is lethargic, and if 
duties are discharged in a perfunctory manner, then it is impossible for a leader 
or a party committee to thoroughly implement the spirit of the Party Central Com- 
mittee, and they will forever blow a "gust of wind.” Also, some comrades believe 
that the spirit of the Party Central Committee has deeply captured the hearts of 
the people and that by simply promoting it among the masses inside and outside of 
the party the masses will consciously bring it to realization. This viewpoint is 
onesided. Besides needing the initiative of the masses, implementing the spirit and 
the principles and policies of the Party Central Committee requires a great deal of 
work by leaders who must understand the actual situations of their own areas and 
units, including the actual ideas and demands of the masses, the advantageous and 
disadvantageous conditions, the primary experiences and lessons learned in their 
work, every contradiction and important problem, etc. This will make it possible 
to intimately combine the spirit of the Party Central Committee, its principles 
and policies, and the realit’ of the particular area or wit, and to come up with 
concrete measures and methods to implement. Actually, implementation is the best 
promotion. In promotion, of course we must first communicate and explain the 
spirit. We must see to it that the broad party members and the masses grasp the 
important elements of the “Resolution” and understand its eesence. But, the 
deepening of understanding still rests with practice. Only by carrying out the 
spirit of the Party Central Committee in our actual work and achieving clear re- 
sults, things which the masses can see and feel, can the masses’ understanding and 
comprehension of that spirit deepen. This is a much more forceful education for 
the minority who harbor doubts in their hearts about certain policies and certain 
conclusions or who lack confidence in being able to put the spirit of the Party 
Central Committee into effect. 


At the same time, how the spirit of the 6th Plenum is implemented is the standard 
for measuring the effectiveness of our study and promotion. This is because 

whether or not the “Resolution” and other documents passed by the 6th Plenum are 
truly accepted ideologically, the depth of the understanding of them, and how com- 
plete and unprejudiced such understanding is is not primarily a matter of how 

attitudes are expressed, but rather is mainly a matter of how implementation pro- 
ceeds, whether or not attitudes are resolute, whether or not measures are forceful 
and can solve real problems and whether or not problems are thoroughly solved. In 
the period just prior to this, there were a small number of persons who, although 
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they studied every word concerning the spirit of the 6th Plenum and transmitted 
documents in their original form, didn't seriously implement the spirit in their 
work, and even failed to reach ideological understanding after a fairly long 
period of time. This makes it clear that their study and promotion was not con- 
scious, but rather they adopted attitudes of merely coping. 


Implementing the spirit of the 6th Plenum requires that we continue working hard 

to improve economic work and further strengthen the construction of a spiritual 
civiiization. Without doubt, in accomplishing these two important tasks we will 
meet wrth many concrete difficulties and problems, and so we must proceed in a 
planned and orderly way. Every area, department and unit in accordance with their 
actual situations should suggest concrete needs and plans concerning how to do a 
good job in grasping economic work and the construction of a spiritual civilization. 
This involves making clear what should be tackled this year and what next year, 
everything being laid out clearly in our minds. There are still 4 months until the 
end of this year and, since time waits for no man, the problems to be solved and 

the measures to be implemented should be more practical. We should seriously tackle 
several problems and actually solve the outstanding problems obstructing our own 
progress. Why fear tackling but two or three problems first, for this is far better 
than the mediocre workstyles of saying you can't do things or failing to distinguish 
right from wrong, failing to thoroughly solve problems and leaving matters unre- 
solved. The key here is in every leader mobilizing his energy to display the 

spirit of the foolish old man moving the mountain in overcoming all difficulties 

in economic work and changing the weak and disorganized state of ideological work. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SELF IMPROVEMENT FOR LEADING CADRES URGED 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 21 Sep 81 p 4 
[Article by Fang Yisi [2455 0001 1835]: "Don't Forget ‘Pursuit'”] 


[Text] After the October Revolution, the petty bourgeois democratic faction repre- 
sented by Sukhanov and the heroes of the Second International used the notion that 
Russian culture had not et developed to a level necessary to realize socialism to 
attack the socialist revolution led by the bolsheviks. In facing this attack, 
Lenin wrote an article called "Discussion of Our Nation's Revolution (Notes in 
Criticism of N. Sukhanov)" as a refutation. Lenin asked why, since they said that 
a definite cultural level is necessary to build sgcialism, can we not first use 
revolutionary means to obtain what is a prerequisite for reaching this definite 
level, and then from this foundation pursue the level of peoples of other nations. 


This viewpoint of Lenin's is certainly correct. The Russian Revolutfon and the 
revolution of our country both achieved victory under the guidance of just such 
thinking. But, in actual life, many people remember only the first half of this 
well-known discourse by Lenin, and forget the second half. They only emphasize that 
even if you haven't reached a definite cultural level, you can still seize political 
power, and they overlook the fact that once political power is gained, you must 
still “pursue” that cultural level. 


During the period of the "Great Cultural Revolution," Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" greatly revolutionized culture. They considered all the inherited culture 

of mankind to be poisonous feudal, capitalist and revisionist weeds and made a 
clean sweep of it all turning a country of 9.6 million square kilometers into a 
cultural desert. But I will not speak of this sort of senseless behavior here. 
Within our ranks, in 30 odd years of nation building, we have known the kind of 
people who do not study or read newspapers, who brag that they are "simple rustics," 
who believe that the less culture one has, the less knowledge one has, the firmer 
his class standing, and the higher one's cultural level, the more knowledge one 
possesses, the more questionable his class standing. Because of this, they not only 
do not consider not working hard at studying culture and increasing knowledge to be 
shameful, but they view total illiteracy as a glorious thing. Under this kind of 
ideological direction, they naturally are not going to go of their own accord and 
study science and raise their cultural level. 


In recent years, because of the forceful call by the Party Central Committee, the 
Secretariat of the Party Central Committee has taken the lead in inviting 
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specialists from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and other units to give classes to 
the leading comrades of the Secretariat and the State Council so that studying 
culture and science will become customary and there will be no more instances of 
persons beating their chests with self-satisfaction and proclaiming that they ere 
“simple rustics." But, is it true that all persons, especially those cadres with 
specific leadership responsibilities, recognize the importance of raising our cul- 
tural level, and so seriously study with a positive result? I really have my doubts. 
I have heard of this kind of thing happening: in one instance agronomists at one 
unit or other wanted to try soilless cultivation of rice seedlings. The one in 
charge of this umit asked how they could do well at soilless cultivation when they 
couldn't do well at cultivation with soil, and how could anyone cultivate rice 
seedlings without soil? In another instance, technicians and scientists at a 
plastics factory wanted to research a breathable artificial leather and needed some 
funding. The concerned department asked what there was to research about the 
breathability of artificial leather; wasn’t it enough to punch some holes in it? 
They refused to give any funds. Of course, there are still more situations such 

as these. Lenin called this kind of wstudied, wskilled, obstinate, "I may approve 
it, and then I may not™ leadership the chit-chitki [phonetic] approach. It is best 
not used. Those in the dark are in no position to light the way for others. 





Socialism is mankind's most advanced social system. Only by grasping the culture 
that mankind has created in the process of its complete development, and by reform 
ing and developing this culture can we complete socialism. Without this high level 
culture we cannot complete this task. Therefore, while we are carrying out the 
four modernizations, let's not forget'this task of “pursuing” the cultural levels of 
peoples of other countries. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PARTY EXHORTED TO DO GOOD MILITIA WORK 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 22 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Lu Yulin [4151 3768 2651], secretary of the Jiaoxie Commme CCP 
Committee in Hai‘an County: "Maintain the Party's Control of the Armed Forces and 
Strengthen Militia Building™] 


{Text} The “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the PRC" adopted by the 6th Plenary Session of the [llth CCP] Central 
Committee pointed out: "Under international conditions in which the threat of war 
still exists, we must strengthen the modernization of national defense." "The 
Pevple's Liberation Army must strengthen its military training, political work, 
logistical work, and military science research so as to further improve its conm- 
bat effectiveness.... Militia building must also be strengthened.” This is the 
new demand imposed upon militia building in the new situation. 


The militia is an armed force that does not wear military wifowms but is an 
important force in defending the four modernizations. Espe¢ially wnder conditions 
in which modern war can suddenly escalate, the handling of militia is an even more 
effective means to deal with an enemy's surprise attack. Imperialism, particularly 
social-imperialism, in launching a war of aggression will most likely make surprise 
attacks of the blitzkrieg type Relying on modern equipment, it will launch a 
large-scale offensive. To cope with this kind of enemy, there must be cooperation 
between regular units and militia in using the tactics of mine, hit-and-run, and 
ambush warfare so as to continually harass, pin down, and wear dewn the enemy, de- 
laying the enemy's movements or raiding his supply bases, frontline airfields, 
guided missiles positions, petroleum pipelines, signal commmications systems, and 
command organizations, thereby dispersing the enemy's forces and annihilating all 
the enemy soldiers. 


The key to handling militia ié to have the party committees at all levels control 
the militia. Im a previous period of time, some people thought that, with the 
shift in focus of the party's work, “economic construction will be given top 
priority and militia work will be given up." This idea was mainly caused by their 
gradually forgetting about war because they were in a peaceful environment. This 
idea is very dangerous. We certainly must conscientiously sum up experiences, 
carry forward the party's fine tradition of controlling the armed forces, and build 
up the militia well. 
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At present, when the responsibility system of podled output and planned remuneration 
is being universally carried out in the rural areas, the party controls the armed 
forces and must strengthen the militia's ideological and political education, help 
the militia to establish the correct outlooks with regard to honor, suffering and 
happiness, and life and death so that the militiamen will consciously fulfill 

their obligations and responsibilities. The party must conscientiously make 
investigations and studies, timely analyze the new conditions of militia work, 
solve the new problems encountered in militia work, do well in readjusting the 
militia system and in reforming military training, and in a down-to-earth fashion 
do good militia work in the new situation. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BATTALION POLITICAL INSTRUCTOR HAILED AS NEW LEI FENG 
Taiyuan SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 29 Jul 81 p l 
[Article by staff commentator: "Li Junjia--Lei Feng of the 80's") 


[Text] On the day that we celebrate the 54th anniversary of the founding of the 
Chinese People's Liberation Army, we specially introduce to everybody a service- 
man who possess a high degree of spiritual culture--Li Junjia [2621 0193 3946]. 


Comrade Li Junjia is the political instructor of the lst Battalion of a certain 
unit of the forces stationed in Shanxi. During his student days, he persisted in 
learning from Lei Feng, did good deeds, and was many times appraised as a “three- 
good student." After enlisting in the armed forces in 1970, under the cultivation 
of the party, Li Junjia even more consciously took the Lei Feng path to maturity. 
He assiduously studied Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and consciously reformed 
his world outlook. He loves the party, the motherland, and the sor ist system, 
is concerned for the four modernizations, and of his own accord st ures the cares 
and burdens of the party and the state. He has both ambitious goals and a down-to- 
earth style in his own job. He is selfless, put others before himself, finds 
pleasure in helping others, and with his whole heart and mind serves the people. 

He struggles arduously, is modest and prudent, and gets in close touch with the 
masses....Li Junjia is a model in learning from Lei Feng and in building a 
socialist spiritual civilization, and is a model soldier of the revolutionary army- 
men in the "four have's, three stresses, and two fearlesses." His unit has con- 
ferred upon him the title of "Lei Feng-type cadre," and the masses have praised 
him as a “living Lei Feng". The Beijung Units recently held a victory meeting at 
which they gave Li Junjia a merit citation, first class, and urged all officers 
and men to learn from hin. 


Li Junjia is the Lei Feng of the 80's 


The great river flows east and history rolls on. Since time immemorial, in the 
great motherland--this 9.6 square kilometer piece of mother earth--many advanced 
personages have glittered like the flashes of light from a brilliant galaxy. In 
the 60's, the great communist fighter Lei Feng emerged before our eyes. Lei Feng 
was a exemplary member of the CCP; the Lei Feng spirit is the crystallization of 
the Chinese nation's several thousands of years of spiritual civilization. The 
birth of the Lei Feng spirit has further removed the private ownership mentality 
from people's minds and further established the new relationship between people 
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under our country's socialist system. Encouraged by the Lei Feng spirit, new 

people and new deeds have emerged in an endless stream, and heroic models have 

become too numerous to count. Today, history has already developed into the decade 
of the 1980's. Our country, after undergoing the 10 years of civil strife of the 
"Great Cultural Revolution," brought order out of chaos and is now in a great 
transitional period. Under the party's leadership, the people of the whole country 
are determined to surmount every difficulty and with one heart and one mind con- 
struct the four modernizations. This great era will certainly produce new Lei Feng's, 
and exemplary models in learning from Lei Feng like Li Junjia will be produced under 
these circumstances. 


The model deeds of Li Junjia are many sided, but two of them that are most 
important and rich in significance for this era are: 1) he regards the interests 

of the party and the socialist motherland as higher than everything else; 2) he 
contributes everything he has to the construction of the four modernizations. These 
“two everything's" show Li Junjia put it this way: "Our generation thinks of 
nothing else but being united heart and mind with the party and struggling all our 
lives for the party's cause!" He also said: “If we suffer a little in building up 
our forces so as to strengthen national defense and make the state secure, the 
people can live in happiness." By promoting China's lofty aspirations and great 
ideals, by fulfilling the lofty duty of helping the country to get over its diffi- 
culties and of relieving the people of their anxieties, by carrying forward the 
selfless spirit of sacrifice of the war years, and by being absolutely sincere 

with the party and the motherland, he has composed a stirring new “Song of Lei Feng." 


To regard the interests of the party and the socialist motherland as higher than 
everything else and to contribute everything to the construction of the four 
modernizations--this is the demand of the era and the great trust of history. This 
is because today we are faces with the greatest task, vis, constructing a modernized 
powerful socialist couutry which is highly democratic and highly civilized. The 
road is tortuous, but the prospects are bright. Before our eyes are the hearty 
smiles of victory but also the possibility of the bitter wails of defeat. To 
triumph over difficulties in attaining our goal of struggle, every communist, every 
revolutionary cadre, every revolutionary armyman--in a word, every good-hearted 
Chinese person--should, like Li Junjia, carry out these “two everything's." And 
they are precisely the important content in the 80's of learning from Lei Feng and 
of building a spiritual civilization. Just as the "resolution" of the 6th Plenary 
Session of the [llth] CCP Central Committee pointed out: "Socialism must have a 
highly spiritual civilization...a patriotic spirit of resisting the influences of 
the decadent bourgeoisie ideology and of the remnants of feudal ideology, of over- 
coming the influence of the petty bourgeois ideology, and of putting the motherland's 
interests above everything else; and a spirit of contributing everything in con- 
structing modernization through arduous effort." 


Some people say: The Present era is different and "learning from Lei Feng is out- 
moded"; still other consider those who carry forward the Lei Feng spirit to be 
"fools". Is this really so? My ideal is to be like Lei Feng." This is correct! 
Not only in the past were people like Lei Feng needed; they are needed today and 
will still be needed after the passage of many years. If one speaks about the 
differences between learning from Lei Feng today and learning from him in the 60's, 
then the only difference is that to develop the Lei Feng spirit today seems even 
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more important and urgent than in the past. This is not only because the advocacy 
and spread of the Lei Feng spirit was stifled and damaged during the 10-year "Great 
Cultural Revolution" and must be restored and developed; even more important is 
that if we want to build a socialist China, we ourselves must possess the trait of 
being highly civilized. Without a spiritual civilization there will be no four 
modernizations. So how can it be said that the Lei Feng spirit is "outmoded"! 


The. Sixth Plenary System of the [llth] CCP Central Committee was held in order to 
learn from Lei Feng and to launch the activity of the "“f.~e stresses and four 
beautifuls so as to open up a new world. Living Lei Feng‘s like Li Junjia will 
appear in great numbers like mushrooms springing up after a rain. We hope that the 
great number of armymen and civilians throughout the province will, while studying 
the documents of the 6th plenary session, conscientiously study the deeds of 
Comrade Li Junjia, take him as a model, and strive to be Lei Feng's of the 80's. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ROLE OF SURPRISE ATTACK IN GUERRILLA WARFARE DESCRIBED 
Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chinese 17 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Zhang Lianzhang [1728 6647 4545] et al.: "Surprise Attack--One of the 
Tactics of Guerrilla Warfare"] 


[Text] Surprise attack means, on the basis of full preparations, and with swift 
concealed movement, suddenly to make a courageous and resolute attack on the enemy. 
It is a method of warfare that can quickly decide a battle and is one of the main 
tactics of guerrilla warfare. During the periods of the war of resistance against 
Japan and the war of liberation, our province's militia frequently used this 
tactic to make harassing attacks and deal blows to the enemy that caught him un- 
awares, thereby seizing victory in battles. In July 1947, our guerrilla forces 

of Beitongshui in Ju County, Lunan Prefecture, at the instruction of the higher 
authorities, after making full preparations, taking advantage of the darkness of 
night after a rain, suddenly make a surprise attack on a motor transport corps of 
the Chiang [Kai-shek] army stationed in Quanguan village (25 li from Beitongshui) 
in Yinan County, and won a victory in which it annihilated many of the enemy and 
captured over 20 motor vehicles. This example of a surprise attack was one that 
cannot be surpassed in the previous history of militia struggle. 


Because surprise attacks employ different concrete methods, they can be divided 

into “rush attacks," "astonishing attacks," "stealthy attacks," and "strong attacks." 
For cavalry or motorized infantry to come from a long way off and, after making a 
surprise attack, swiftly withdraw, is called a "rush attack"; for guerrillas to 
disguise themselves as peasants or dress in camoflauge clothing and then infiltrate 
the enemy camp and suddenly launch a surprise attack or make a surprise attack in 
coordination with outside forces, is called an “astonishing attack" or a "stealthy 
attack"; and for guerrillas to attack in force an enemy who has a superior force 
firmly entrenched in defensive works, is called a “strong attack." 


In a future war against aggression, the surprise attack will remain an effective 
tactic for militia guerrilla forces to strike at and annihilate the enemy. The 
idea that, because in a future war our principal adversary will be an enemy who 
possesses highly modernized weapons and equipment, surprise attacks will not be as 
highly effective as they were in the past, is a one-sided idea. In fact, in a 
future war, because the enemy's equipment will be complex, with many tanks, armored 
cars, and motor vehicles for which movement is inconvenient and which are easily 
exposed, they will provide the militia guerrilla forces with even more attacking 
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opportunities. For example, in a modern war, the damage rate of the enemy's 
weapons and equipment will be greatly increased, and when the enemy is replenishing 
his weapons and equipment at the front, he will certainly have to carry out on the 
battlefield crash-repairs of his damaged vehicles, weapons, and equipment. In that 
case, the guerrilla forces can make surprise attacks on the enemy's maintenance 
detachments and thus weaken the restoration and regeneration of his combat strength. 


In a future war against aggression, in order to make good surprise attacks it is 
extremely important to do the following several things well. First of all, 
meticulous reconnaissance must be carried out in order to truly ascertain the enemy's 
situation, the terrain and the inhabitants in the area under consideration, to 
clearly find out the patterns of the enemy's activities, to find the enemy's weak 
points, and to then draw up a thorough plan of action. Next, we must correctly 
choose the targets of attack and determine the opportune moment for making the 
attack. Conditions for determining the target of attack are that the enemy is 
scattered and isolated, his guards are careless, his defense works are not strong, 
his morale is low, his martial spirit is shaky, his command is irresolute, or the 
terrain he occupies is disadvantageous for him, etc. Generally speaking, the enemy's 
logistical facilities, supply structures, guards, and repair detachments can all 
become the principal objects of our surprise attacks. The opportune moment for 
making a surprise attack can be determined according to the actual situation. For 
an enemy who is isolated and cut off, if there is little threat from his air force, 
we will choose a time before dawn, so that it will be easy for us to utilize the 
darkness of night to get close to the enemy. fFor a small enemy group, we will 
choose the time of dusk, so that it will be easy for us to hide ourslves by 
camoflauge, and if our surprise attack does not succeed we can slip away under 
cover of the darkness of night. For an enemy whose defenses are weak and who is 
relaxed or weary, we can take the opportunity of weather conditions such as wind, 
snow, rain, or fog to make our surprise attack, and if the target and moment of 
our attack is well chosen, we can attack him while he is unprepared and catch him 
unawares, so that we can fully display our own strong points and the role of the 
enemy's superior weapons will be diminished or not be brought into play at all. 
This is the key to defeating one's opponent by a surprise move. Moreover, when 
moving close to the enemy, we must be hidden, secret, and swift and avoid by all 
means revealing our intentions or acting rashly and alerting the enemy. When making 
a surprise attack, we whould move with the suddenness of a thunderbolt, attack 
boldly and powerfully, and force the enemy to fight at close quarters, so that he 
will lose the protection of his "tortise shell" and we can fully display the power 
of our hand grenades, submachineguns, and bayonets. We must subdue the enemy 
quickly, striking accurately and relentlessly with blitzing tactics so that the 
battle is decided as quickly as possible, and then swiftly withdraw from the 
fighting zone. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


'BA YI RADIO'ON SUICIDE OF PLA PRISONERS OF WAR 
OW160055 (Clandestine) Ba Yi Radio in Mandarin to China 1400 GMT 13 Oct 81 


[Text] Not long after their return to China, our army's 11 commanders and fighters 
who were captured by Vietnam committed suicide out of grief and indignation. This 
is a gad incident. Their suici’e has been the result of the erroneous policy of 
discriminating against and mistrusting captured personnel which our party and army 
have pursued since the 1930's. Though only a dozen commanders and fighters have 
committed suicide, the impact on the thinking of the masses of commanders and 
fighters has been enormous. 


Some comrades on the CCP Central Committee's military commission held that the 
incident was because the ultraleftist thinking of overthrowing everything, doubting 
everything and calling cadres, who had once been captured and jailed by the KMT 
"renegades," "special agents," and "degenerates," which was very common during the 
cultural revolution, had not been completely eliminated. This is by no means an 
attitude of seeking truth from facts. 


We have always condemned Chiang Kai-Shek's cruel philosophy that it is better to 
kill 1,000 people by mistake than to let a single enemy escape. On the other hand, 
we have pursued a policy of discriminating against and mistrusting captured comman- 
ders and fighters for fear that there may be some untrustworthy degenerates among 
them. [Words indistinct] commanders and fighters who have been captured on the 
battlefield after they have been wounded, outnumbered by the enemy and after they 
have failed to break out of an encirclement, have never won any sympathy except a 
bad record which affects their political career and future. This has been so even 
though in most cases their capture has been caused by the mistakes of higher-level 
leaders in planning and directing operations. 


A good example can be cited from the war to resist America and aid Korea. Having 
made a wrong assessment of the war situation, Mao Zedong ordered the main force to 
cross the 38th parallel. But logistics support could not reach the frontline be- 
cause the line was overextended. Our units were cut in half when U.S. troops landed 
at Inchon. Although our units heroically broke out of the encirclement, tens of 
thousands were captured. Although the number who chose not to return to China were 
small, those who returned faced disaster. Whenever there was a political movement, 
they were the target of investigation. Several hundred committed suicide out of 
grief and indignation in those few years. Among them were veteran cadres of the 

war of resistance to Japan and even the long march. 





During the war against Vietnam, a large number of our army commanders and fighters 
were captured. The main reason for this was the mistakes in operational direction 
and a wrong assessment of the fighting strength of the Vietnamese troops. It should 
be particularly noted that troop movement was decided solely by the subjective will 
of a few leaders. Before an agreement on ceasefire was reached between China and 
Vietnam, China unilaterally and riskily withdrew its troops giving Vietnamese troops 
an opportunity to pursue and attack Chinese troops. This resulted in the capture of 
a number of commanders and fighters. 


Modern warfare is extremely complicated. As paratroopers and landing troops are 
used to launch an offensive, the capture of commamders and fighters is a routine 
matter. Our army's morale will be affected if the pursuance of the policy of dis- 
criminating against and mistrusting captured personnel is continued. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


POLITICAL COMMISSAR PUBLICIZES ‘RESOLUTION’ AMONG TROOPS 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 24 Aug 81 p 1 


[Article by Yang Hanlin [2799 3352 2651] et al." "Nanjing Air Force Senior 
Officer Goes to Mountainous Area To Publicize the ‘Resolution’ to a Unit"] 


[Text] From 12 August until yesterday, Xiao Qian [5135 0467], political commissar 
of the Nanjing Air Force, while stationed at a certain wit in a mountainous area 
on inspection work, made the publicizing of the "resolution" ["Resolution on Cer- 
tain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding of the PRC"] his 

most important task. Once he arrived at the wit, he investigated and came to an 
understanding of the units study, work, and ideological situation. With the 
topics of "Conscientiously Learn the ‘Resolution’ and Do Good Troop Work" and 
"Correctly Understand the Historical Position of Comrade Mao Zedong," he separately 
publicized the "resolution" to cadres at the regimental level and above and to 
cadres and fighters at the basic level. 


Political commissar Xiao Qian, when explaining the great significance of upholding 
Mao Zedong Thought, pointed out that Mao Zedong Thought was formed during half a 
century of extremely difficult and hard struggle and is the crystallization of the 
collective widdom of our party, and that the upholding of Mao Zedong Thought is an 
unshakeable principle. He exhorted the great number of officers and men to con- 
scientiously study Comrade Mao Zedong's scientific writings, as well as Vice Chair- 
man Deng's important speech made in 1979 concerning Mao Zedong Thought, and to arm 
their minds with the stand, viewpoints, and methods of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought, closely unite around the party Central Committee, enhance their vigor, 

and work hard to build up the unit well. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


GUANGDONG PROVINCE SEES NEED TO UPGRADE EDUCATION WORK 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 14 Aug 81 p 2 


[Text] At its llth meeting on 7 August, the Standing Committee of the People's 
Congress of the province adopted the "Resolution on Strengthening the Work of 
General Education in Guangdong Province," the full text of which follows: 


At its llth meeting, the Standing Committee of the 5th Session of the Guangdong 
Provincial People's Congress heard a comprehensive report given by Deputy Governor 
Yang Kanghua [2799 1660 5478] on the work of general education in the province. 
Following a discussion, unanimous approval was given to the views expressed and 
the measures outlined by the Provincial People's Government regarding the develop- 
ment of general education in the province. 


It was agreed at the meeting that since the smashing of the "gang of four," and 
especially since the implementation of the instructions issued by the CCP Central 
Committee and the State Council regarding the work of education, our province has 
put a series of programs on general education into practice and achieved good 
results in its central task of making readjustments in the work of education and 

in upgrading the quality of teaching. However, the serious damage done to educa- 
tion as a result of the 10-year period of turmoil caused by the Lin Biao and Jiang 
Qing counterrevolutionary clique has yet to be further remedied. Furthermore, 
sufficient recognition has not been given in the past few years to the important 
role played by education and the effects of education on the reconstruction of the 
national economy. Adequate investment has not been made in intellectual development 
on a long-term basis. There remain a number of problems and difficulties in educa- 
tion work. The backward state of education in our province has yet to show basic 
improvement. Many problems remain which require urgent solution. 


It was agreed at the meeting that the development of education has a significant 
role to play in the implementation of speciay policies, in the adoption of flexible 
measures, and in the speeding up of the four modernizations in our province. It 

is necessary to heighten the awareness of the position and function of education 
and of intellectuals in modernization constructions and to resolutely eradicate 
the long-existing but totally erroneous views which downgraded education, science 
and culture, and which fostered prejudices against intellectuals at the height 

of the "cultural revolution." The various levels of the people's government must 
honestly exercise their leadership in strengthening education work, accord high 
priority to the problem of speedily reversing the backward state of education in 
the province, and find solutions without delay for the major problems in education. 
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We must firmly uphold the educational policy of promoting moral, intellectual and 
physical development, promote the idea of the importance of being both Red and expert, 
strengthen coordination among intellectuals, laborers and farmers and coordination 
of mental and physical labor. We must pay due attention to the importance of 
intellectual investment, increase the education budget, and raise the percentage 

of investment in education in the national economy year by year. We must make sure 
that expenditures in education should not fall below the average in proportion to 
the total expenditures of the province for the 17 years prior to the "cultural 
revolution.” Newly incurred expenses must be met, and outstanding debts must be 
paid in installments so that the conditions for the operation of schools may continue 
to improve. Although laboring under financial difficulties, the provincial people's 
government has allocated educational funds for the current year amounting to 42 
million yuan. Those at the meeting were of the opinion that the amount was entirely 
justified. We must continue to implement the educational policy of “walking on 

two legs." While education is being developed by the government, we must also take 
active steps to encourage the industrial and mining enterprises, the communes and 
brigades and the various organizations in society to operate schools. We should 
take advantage of the favorable conditions in villages with large numbers of over- 
seas Chinese and encourage them and our compatriots in Hong Kong and Macao to 
demonstrate their love for their country and their hometowns by lending their 
financial support to the development of education. We must actively promote the 
introduction of reforms in the structure of middle school education so that educa- 
tion work in our province may meet the needs for the implementation of special 
policies and for the adoption of flexible measures in the interest of economic 
development. The various levels of government and the concerned departments should 
take concrete measures to upgrade the social position of teachers and to improve 
gradually their working and living conditions. Those who are guilty of assaulting 
teachers and of making trouble in schools must be dealt with severely. Serious 
offenders must be prosecuted according to the law. Readjustments, improvements and 
reforms must be made within education circles. Serious effort must be made for 

the training of teachers, the development of a contingent of teachers, the strength- 
ening and improvement of ideological and political work, the expansion of activities 
to promote emulation of Lei Feng [7191 6912] (a soldier who died on duty and who 
purportedly left a diary in which he recorded his thoughts and his efforts to learn 
from the works of Mao, and who was hailed as a model young man for the youth of 
China to emulate), the establishment of a new style, the achievement of the three 
goods (good health, good study and good work) and the "Five Stresses and Four Points 
of Beauty," the development of good thoughts and good conduct on the part of the 
students and the continual upgrading of the quality of education so that it may 
meet the needs of the four modernizations in our province. 


The meeting called for people throughout the province to give their attention and 
support to the development of education and to promote the establishment of a 
social climate of respect for teachers. The various departments must establish 
close coordination in rendering their active support and substantial assistance to 
the work of the educational departments. The large number of teachers and staff 
who have labored long and hard in education must continue to devote themselves 
honestly and loyally to the party's educational endeavors, to play their roles as 
"gardeners" to better effect, and to engage in the strenuous struggle to speed up 
the development of general education and talent in our province, and the establish- 
ment of our country as a modern, highly democratic, highly cultured and powerul 
socialist nation. 


9621 
cso: 4005/909 


46 





SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


OVER-EMPLOYMENT OF INTELLECTUALS AWAITS PROPER SOLUTION 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Sep 81 p l 


[Text] According to XINHUA reporter, Wang Chunhai [3768 2504 3189], the Chinese 
Communist Committee of Benxi Municipality and the United Front Work Department, 
following a recent survey, proposed that the problem of high-level intellectuals 
holding too many part-time jobs should be adequately solved. The result of the 
survey indicates that the problem is a serious one. The 21 high-level intellectuals 
working for the 5 systems such as the Benxi Steel Company and the Benxi Mining 
Bureau, for instance, hold a total of 138 part-time jobs in addition to their own. 
On the average, each of them holds as many as six jobs. The one with the most 
number of jobs has 17, while the one with the fewest holds 3. The holding of too 
Many part-time jobs has had a deleterious effect on high-level intellectuals in 
their scientific research, their teaching and in their work of developing cadres, 
not to mention their own health. 


The Chinese Communist Committee of Benxi Municipality and the United Front Work 
Department have come forth with the five foliowing ideas to help solve this problem: 


1. Making suitable arrangements for the part-time employment of intellectuals and 
making good use of their specialties. For those among the scientific and technical 
workers who are engaged in scientific research, who have achieved good results and 
who are capable of further development, full opportunity should be given them to 
exercise their leadership roles in the scientific field and arrangements should be 
made to avoid giving them concurrent jobs as leaders in the area of administration. 
As for scientific and technical workers who steadfastly uphold the party line, who 
have special knowledge in a particular field, who have organizational and leader- 
ship ability, who are young and vigorous and who are most capable of playing 
administrative leadership roles, they should be selected without hesitation to fill 
the leadership ranks. Arrangement should be made for them to assume responsibility 
as leaders in business operations so that they may give full play to their special 
skills and that they may have the job, the authority and the duties within the area 
of their responsibility. 


2. Arrangement for the holding of part-time jobs by scientific and technical 
workers should be made with consideration to the respective jurisdictions of the 
cadres. The responsible units are to give due consideration to every aspect of the 
matter, to exercise a firm hold on the situation, and to make reports and comments 
to their superiors. As for the arrangement of part-time jobs for nonparty members, 
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prior consultation should be held with the United Front Work Department. As a rule, 
scientific and technical workers holding jobs of an administrative leadership 
category should not be given another part-time administrative job. Those who hold 
part-time jobs may be permitted to do so within the same system and the same unit. 
Arrangement should not be made for a worker to hold a part-time job outside his 
system and unit. As for political and honorary jobs, one is permitted, as a matter 
of principle, to hold only one part-time job, and one holding a higher position 
should not hold a part-time job in a lower position so as to avoid duplication and 
the overlapping of duties. Im the academic field, ome may only take part-time jobs 
which are related to his specialty, and the number of part-time jobs should be 
limited. The number of part-time jobs which one may hold may be left to his own 
discretion. If necessary, arrangement may be made for those who have established 
reputations to hold honorary jobs. Strict control should be exercised for the 
various levels of academic bodies to assume their respective responsibilities. 


3. Steps should be taken to reduce the amount of time spent by scientific and 
technical workers in attending meetings and in taking part in social activities 

so that they may devote more energy to the study of their business operations and 
give full play to their special skills. If the person concerned feels that it is 
not necessary for him to attend a meeting, he should be given a leave of absence. 

If he feels that it is not necessary for him to take part in a certain social activ- 
ity, his unit should assist him in sending his regrets. 


4. In arranging for part-time jobs for intellectuals, the department in question 
should first consult the unit in which the person concerned is employed as well as 
the person himself. With their approval, the responsible department should make 
the arrangement on an overall basis after having given consideration to various 
aspects of the matter. Arrangement should not be made for the person concerned 
without his approval. 


5. Investigation and study should be strengthened so that the problem arising from 
the holding of too many part-time jobs by scientific and technical workers may be 
adequately solved. The various units must engage in a serious study to find a 
solution on the basis of the existing problem. 


The concerned departments in Liaoning Province are of the view that the holding of 
too many part-time jobs by high-level intellectuais at the present time is a 
prevalent problem, that it should be given serious attention, and that an honest 
effort should be made to find a solution. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HONG KONG PAPER: AUTHORITIES SUPPRESS DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT 
Hong Kong TUNG-HSI-FANG [EAST AND WEST] in Chinese No 29, 5 Sep 81 p 37 


{Article by the Information Center for Democratic Movement: "The Democratic Movement 
Is Being Supressed by the Chinese Communists" ] 


[Text] Unannounced Arrest of Champions of Democracy Continues 


The Chinese Communists have arrested Wang Yifei [3769 0001 7378], a champion of the 
democratic movement in Guangzhou, on charges of engaging in "“counterrevolutionary" 
activities. The arrest came after he tried to gain freedom for comrades in arms also 
dedicated to this movement who were arrested earlier by the local authorities. 


Wang Yifei is an auto maintenance worker in Guangzhou who is now in his thirties, 
born to the family of a railway worker. He was imprisoned and tortured for getting 
involved in the big-character poster [Li Yizhe; 2621 0001 0772] case. After he 

was rehabilitated and his status as a resident of Guangzhou reinstated in July 1980, 
Wang joined the staff of the PEOPLE'S ROAD. He also devoted himself to theoretical 
research which culminated in the publication of an article entitled, “New Class and 
New Society," aimed at analyzing the nature of the Chinese society and its prospects. 


When Wang Xizhe [3769 1585 0772] was arrested on 20 April 1981, agents of the public 
security bureau searched the home of Wang Yifei, where they confiscated books, reams 
of paper and printing equipment. During the search, he. was also cross-examined. 
Despite this, Wang insisted on defending his legitimate right to publish unofficial 
journals and never retreated from that position. He also mounted a campaign against 
the government's suppression of the democratic movement and its secret moves to round 
up comrades associated with the movement, calli . others to fight for the freedom 
of those detained and to support the democrat‘ ment. 


But the government arrested him for taking this legitimate and justifiable action. 
Late in July, Wang was arrested by the Guangzhou Municipal Public Security Bureau on 
charges of engaging in “counterrevolutionary"™ activities. This massive crackdown 
on the democratic movement undoubtedly stemmed from a desire to cover up facts by 
locking up the voices of the people in prison cells. On the other hand, it reflects 
the fact that the democratic movement remains strong and alive under the crushing 
pressure. 
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Nanjing's Xu Shuiliang [1776 3055 5328] Under Arrest 


According to foreign news reports, Xu Shuiliang and Yu Weimin [0060 5898 3046], 
champions of the democratic movement in Nanjing municipality, were arrested by the 
local authorities along with Yang Xiaolei [2799 1420 7191], another champion of the 
democratic movement in Hangzhou. Their backgrounds are as follows: 


Xu Shuiliang is a native of Nanjing in his thirties. After graduation from college, 
he was employed by a pharmaceutical plant. 


A veteran champion of democracy, Xu's devotion to this struggle dates back to 1975, 
when he displayed big-character posters in Nanjing streets. Among them was a poster 
entitled "10 questions and answers concerning socialism." He shocked the entire 

city of Nanjing with a denunciation of some then popular erroneous theories, for 
which he gained fame as a Li Yizhe-type person in Nanjing, and he was subsequently 
arrested by the local authorities. After his arrest, the local authorities originally 
planned to organize writers and hold meetings to criticize him. But this plan had to 
be abandoned lest public criticism expand his influence. He was later sentenced to 

a prison term, until he was rehabilitated and freed from prison in 1978. 


After he was freed, Xu continued his theoretical research while writing articles 

for use by unofficial journals expressing support for the democratic movement. Many 
unofficial journals in various localities carried his articles in which he adopted 
the Marxist attitude of thoroughly analyzing the nature of the Chinese society while 
interpreting it in accordance with his own views. He is a theoretician of the demo- 
cratic movement. Among his articles are “The Process of Transition from Capitalism 
to Socialism,” "Questions Concerning the State and Class," "Matters Concerning Unity 
and Contradictions," and "Problems of Socialist Distribution." 


Yang Xiaolei is a champion of the democratic movement and a worker in Hangzhou. 
Yu Weimin is a champion of the democratic movement in Nanjing. 


Beijing University’s Hu Ping [5170 1627] and Fang Zhiyuan [2075 1807 6678] Under 
Pressure 


Although a large number of persons responsible for the unofficial journals have been 
arrested in China, the democratic movement still shows no sign of being crushed. 
Although unofficial journals in various localities have reportedly been closed down, 
RESPONSIBILITY, organ of the National Federation of Unofficial Publications, remains 
in operaticn. In the face of severe tests, the democratic movement has demonstrated 
an incredible vitality! 


Also under pressure are Beijing University students Hu Ping and Fang Zhiyuan, who at 
the end of 1980 sent a draft “election law" to the National People's Congress for 
consideration while collecting signatures in support of this draft. Now at stake 

is their status as students. Apart from the previously mentioned cases of persecution, 
college students throughout the country are being mobilized to study “document No 9." 
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Tao Sen [7118 2773] Expelled From Hunan Normal College 


Tao Sen was a candidate during the 1980 election campaign in Hunan who lodged a 
protest with the party committee of the Hunan Normal College for violating the elec- 
tion law. Since winning victory in this struggle, he has been the subject of re— 
taliation and ha& been ordered to leave the college, while no action has been taken 
against the party committee for violating the election law. Liang Heng [2733 1854], 
another student representative, received the same treatment. Also affected is his 
wife, who is of foreign nationality and who has been forced to resign from a college 
position. Measures have also been taken to isolate them from society so as to pre- 
vent this story from leaking to the public. 


It has been reported that most of the persons associated with defunct unofficial 
publications in various localities were summoned to the public security bureau 
offices for interrogation with the aim of persuading them to give up their journal- 
istic careers and of gathering more information on the democratic movement. 
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